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Closing the gates on a legacy: Dr. Manley says goodbye
Cynthia Daniels 
Editor-in-Chief
For many Spelman students, Dr.
Manley was just a figure: someone 
who they never really got to meet 
or know. However, while we, as 
Spelman students, might not have 
seen her at work, Dr. Manley was 
busy carving out a plan for Spelman 
College for the next ten years.
What prompted your decision to 
retire?
Well, the decision was made five 
years ago. During the search, the 
alumnae started calling me to ask if 
I would consider coming back to 
Spelman. The search committee 
called me, asking if I would 
consider. At that time my husband, 
Dr. Albert Manley, was still living 
and encouraged me to talk to them. 
After talking to them I was 
convinced that I could make a 
contribution to Spelman and do 
something that could make a real 
difference to the college, so I 
considered coming back and said 
yes. I signed a five year contract, 
however. So, from the very 
beginning we had five years in 
mind, at least the chair of our board 
knew that.
A significant factor, however, I must 
admit was losing my husband. Dr. 
Manley passed about three months 
before I was to return to Atlanta, and 
at the time it seemed to me, 
designed, something bigger than me 
was working and that I should come 
back. Losing my husband and 
coming back to Atlanta was a 
difficult transition. I had a lot of 
memories being here with Albert. 
The next year I was here I lost my 
mother, she was in Chicago. There 
were so many things I wanted to do 
for Spelman [and was able to do so 
by] honoring my contract and 
staying on for five years, so we 
knew this was coming.
Describe your time spent as 
President of Spelman College in 
terms of any improvements made 
in campus life?
Well coming home is always a very 
emotional experience, and this is my 
third coming home. I was here as a 
student in the 50s, I was back on 
campus in the 70s with my husband 
during the last 6 years of his 
administration, and then I came 
home. In the meantime, I served on 
the board of trustees and helped 
raise money for the college. I have 
never really been totally 
disconnected. Yet, there were certain 
things that caught my attention right 
away, and there was a lot to do.
The students got my attention first, 
during the search, and pointed out 
some things that they felt needed 
attention and you know students are 
very direct. Asking me “What are
you going to do about registration” 
and I said “What’s wrong with 
registration,” and they said “It’s a 
nightmare.” I made a promise to the 
students that I would look at those 
things that they felt were important 
and if I found there was room for
correction we would do something 
about it.
I had been on campus in the 50s 
when the neighborhood was a white 
blue collar community. I remember 
walking to the West End on a 
Saturday afternoon [and] little white 
boys throwing rocks at us. In the 
70s it was a black middle class 
neighborhood and faculty lived near 
the campus, we would play bridge 
and go visit on Sundays. Coming 
back and seeing the neighborhood 
now as an empowerment zone with 
three major public housing projects 
around us with all the things that go 
along with that, drugs, guns, AIDS, 
female heads of households, low 
income. That got my attention and 
students asked, why don’t we have 
Starbucks and Kinko’s? These are 
legitimate questions “Why is our 
neighborhood neglected?”
If you look at what’s happened in 
Atlanta the progress downtown 
North, where all the money is going, 
no one is doing anything on our side 
of town. So it was clear that I had 
to roll up my sleeves and go to work. 
I think if you look at my inaugural 
address, I laid out very clearly my 
plans for my tenure at the college. 
Planning was number one, 
infrastructure, student services, 
quality of life, empowering 
alumnae, technology and I think we 
addressed all of them. Have we done 
100% of what we need to do? No, 
but everything is in place to do what 
needs to be done.
How do you perceive your 
relationship with the faculty and 
staff during your tenure?
Well I have to separate that question. 
Staff has been excellent, especially 
the executive cabinet. I am very 
proud of the team we have put 
together that we brought back to the 
college. They have been very
supportive and are very capable and 
competent, like Dr. Hikes, Ms. 
Pascal, and Mr. Rainey.
And for the most part, the faculty 
has been very supportive. Now 
obviously there are variations, 
minorities and majorities but I can
say overall my relationship with 
faculty have been good. We have 
some excellent faculty, people who 
are very committed and dedicated 
to the college.
Is there a last endeavor or project 
you want to complete before July 
of 2002?
Yes. The land. We are still working 
on acquiring Harris Homes. We are 
still working on that but I think 
within the next 4-6 months that will 
be finished. Not only are we 
working with Atlanta housing 
authority to get the land, we are also 
working with Congress to get 
support for it. Sen. Cleveland, Sen. 
Miller and Congressman John 
Lewis have helped us. We’ve 
testified before Congress, we go to 
Washington to testify and tell them 
what we need and why we need it 
and so far they have been very 
supportive. We are also asking for 
support from the Woodruff 
foundation. Now that requires 
making a lot of visits which keeps 
Dr. Manley in the airport more than 
she wants to be, but I hope the 
students understand that for the 
future of the college it is important 
that we have the room to grow.
As I was saying of all the major 
things we have started, planning, 
strategic and master plan which lays 
out over the next 10-15 years, which 
buildings need to be done and with 
what timeframe and a technology 
plan, which we are in the second 
stage of. The SACS accreditation 
took up a major amount of my time, 
yet that was important for the 
college. My degree and your degree 
and everybody’s degree depended 
on that.
Where does the campaign to 
revive Sister’s Chapel stand at 
this time?
Well, as laid out in the master plan, 
there are some things such as the 
roof, the air, and the restrooms that 
need to be taken care of. If we do 
nothing else, we need those three 
things done. I ensured the trustees 
that Spelman alumna would support 
restoration of Sister’s chapel, with 
all the other things we had to do: 
the Science Building, renovating 
Mac Vicar Hall, and we are getting 
ready to start renovating Packard 
Hall in December. We need 
additional space for the fine arts, we 
have outgrown our space. So with 
all the things we have to do, I know 
the alumnae can do this. So we 
started a campaign and we are a little 
over half way there with raising the 
money and right now architects are 
working on raising the plan. The 
foundation that is working with us 
has given us until 2003 to get 
everything together. So in 2003, we 
need the architectural plan, we need 
to have raised the $4 million and we 
have to design a plan to renovate 
during the summer months, because 
we can’t afford to come out of 
sister’s chapel all at once. This will 
probably take about 3 summers to 
do this but it will not start until 2003.
Are you aware of the safety issues 
plaguing Spelman’s campus? If 
so, what is the administration 
doing to protect Spelman 
students?
I am very concerned about it. 
However, this relates to our
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neighborhood. We know from the 
data that is collected by places like 
CDC, that much of the drug 
epidemic is centered in or around 
public housing and drugs brings 
guns and other types of things. As 
long as the neighborhood around us 
has those kinds of things going on 
we are going to have problems. It is 
important that we have 
revitalization and improve the 
quality of lives for our sisters and 
brothers beyond our gates. As long 
as their quality of life is poor, then 
they do things to try to help it. I 
think that the city of Atlanta should 
do more for us in way of police 
patrol and police protection. The 
college is spending over $6 million 
a year on security alone and that’s 
$6 million that we should be putting 
into scholarships and other things, 
but we can’t have you at Spelman 
and be insecure and not safe. We 
have no choice right now, but it is a 
very serious situation that the 
council presidents have talked about 
before and will certainly revisit with 
the mayor and city council.
What qualities do you think the 
next president should have to lead 
our school into the 21st century? 
That is a very difficult question to 
answer. Certainly, I think that I am 
more concerned about what 
Spelman needs to move forward and 
we should try to match an individual
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with those characteristics with our 
needs. Hopefully we will continue 
to work with our community and 
provide leadership, where possible, 
and help the campus conclude its 
infrastructure phase. We have the 
land and there is no urgency to start 
building something right away 
except the residential hall, which is 
in the plan. I think the board is 
committed to doing that and you can 
only do one thing at a time. I think a 
lot of it will depend on continuing 
the infrastructures concerns and 
improving the quality of life and I 
do think academic leadership for our 
faculty is important..
As a former Acting 
Surgeon General, what 
are your views on 
America’s war on 
terrorism?
Obviously, my mind is 
very much in Washington.
The people that you see on 
television, speaking from 
the public health service 
are my friends and 
colleagues, they are 
people that I have 
mentored, many of them 
I have promoted into the 
positions that they are in 
and left them there as well 
as helped with their 
training. I am acutely 
aware of what they have
to do. Not only as Acting Surgeon 
General, but as Deputy Surgeon 
General and Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for Health, I actually 
helped set up the training for the 
commission core officers around 
emergencies. And we are the first 
line of response.
This is a very serious situation that 
we find ourselves in now. It’s not 
that we didn’t know that something 
was coming, I think we have known 
for about a decade or so, that 
something was going to happen, that 
we might have to face a bio­
terrorism situation, but it is here. We 
have the best scientists in the world 
in our public health service, 
especially at CDC. We respond to 
disasters around the world. We need 
to support the people who are on the 
front line working for us, the 
fireman and police and our public 
health officials.
Is there any advice you can give 
students during these troubled 
times?
As soon as this happened, I was just 
leaving the prayer breakfast and 
someone told me a plane had hit the 
World Trade Center tower and I 
said, “really." I went upstairs to get 
my briefcase and turned on my TV 
and saw the second plane hit the 
tower and knew it was not an 
accident so I immediately called Dr. 
Hikes and told her to put on the 
board that we would have prayer in 
the chapel.
My first recommendation to 
students in times like these, is that 
it is time to stop, reflect, meditate
and communicate with whatever 
God is in your life. Get your feet in 
a solid ground, no matter who you 
are and your relationship with your- 
maker.
We provided increases in counseling 
services, in case some students were 
more effected than others. And we 
will continue to do that because 
there may be delayed reactions 
because this is not over.
Students can not do what CDC does, 
but you can be thoughtful about 
your own life and get some 
perspective of your own future, 
because if this stays with us, and I 
think it will, than our families are 
going to be effected and boyfriends
and even some of the women will 
be called for duty. This has serious 
implications in the long run, for 
careers: the kinds of things the 
country will need in the future may 
not be the kinds of things we needed 
yesterday. But it is time for 
thoughtful reflection. I know our 
faculty is planning academic 
discussion so we can be better 
informed about others and other 
religions. I found there is a whole 
lot I did not know about others and 
I certainly knew nothing about 
Afghanistan.
How prepared is Spelman for any 
bio-terrorism attacks?
The council presidents decided at 
our meeting that Saturday was to 
create a task force to look at our 
situation to see where we are. 1 
agreed to serve as an advisor to this 
group and we have already begun 
our meetings.
I don’t think Spelman women have 
to worry about bio-terrorism. It is 
clear, right now, that the attack is 
on the federal government and the 
media. We all have campus plans 
and crisis management plans.
The biggest thing that concerns me 
is not that we would have an attack, 
it might well be that we would want 
to be on our campus instead of 
downtown Atlanta, and I can see 
myself saying let’s all meet in 
Sister’s chapel to have some kind 
of prayer service. But I am 
concerned about our evacuation 
plan, in case we did have to leave. I 
have been around the center at about 
5:00 p.m. and the traffic jam getting
out of our area is bad. We have 
assigned a group to work on that 
with the center, some of these streets 
in our area need to be redirected so 
we can have an easier evacuation.
Where do you hope to see 
Spelman College in terms of 
grants, faculty and community, 
ten years from now?
Do you want me to get my crystal 
ball? No, well the college is doing 
very well, compared to all colleges 
and especially other HBCUs. We are 
doing well in terms of our 
endowment support, the growth of 
our physical plant, and fundraising, 
we have almost doubled annually 
from $10 million to $20 million. We 
are doing very well in private grants, 
especially in the sciences.
Clearly, I have concerns for the other 
areas of the college and I hope that 
over the next few years, we will see 
the same kind of interdisciplinary 
development and proposals, 
requests for grants and fundraising 
in other areas. And I think the 
education department is doing very 
well, we have good funding in that 
area and have brought on new 
faculty and I hope ten years from 
now we will have a first class faculty 
in education who can do a much 
bigger and- better job in teacher 
education and early childhood 
education. And we are beginning 
to go in that direction, certainly 
bringing the first Cosby chair to the 
fine arts has helped. We are going 
to begin with the fine arts and try to 
bring the fine arts together again, to 
develop interdisciplinary kinds of 
proposals, which is how we got the 
first Cosby Chair. Now, we have to 
do the same thing with the social 
sciences and the humanities.
What are your plans after 
retirement?
Well, I have several things I want to 
do. I have a home in Washington 
and in Montego Bay. When my 
husband passed and I came back, I 
just took some of the things I 
needed, so I still have two residents. 
The first thing I will do is take care 
of Dr. Albert Manley’s books, and 
his papers. He had a big library in 
Washington, about 4,000 books so 
I need to do that and then take care 
of my own papers.
I also would like to write. I have 
already talked to the chairman of the 
board about writing the history and 
development of the sciences at 
Spelman and about alumnae who 
have graduated who are doing 
outstanding or interested things in 
the sciences, that we have not 
chronicled or documented and that’s 
important. And then I am going to 
play a little golf.
I have been working since I was 
nine years old and I am a pretty hard 
worker. I put in long hours, even 
here at Spelman. I have a full day. 
There is always something on 
campus, this is really a 24 hour a 
day, 7 day a week job. So I think 
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Announcements
Jazz group extraodinare Rio Negro is performing 
at Border’s Books and Music in Buckhead on 
December 7th, 2001 at 8 p.m. Cost: FREE!
Spring Break 2002!!! Student Express is now 
BIB hiring sales reps. Cancún features FREE meals 
------ - and parties @ Fat Tuesdays-MTV Beach
Headquarters. Acapulco, Mazatlan, Jamaica,
Bahamas, South Padre, Florida. Prices from
$469, with major airlines. 24,000 travelers in
2001. Call 800-787-3787 for a Free brochure or 
email: bookit@studentsexpress.com 
www.studentexpress.com
.¿dfcu. “Food For Thought” will be held every Monday from 
6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. Students will give 15-30 
minute presentations to a crowd composed of other 
students, professor(s), and other people from the 
community. Refreshments will be served. The 
atmosphere is informal yet scholarly. Presentations can 
be visual (power point, slides and posters) and 
engaging.
If you’re interested, please e-mail your name, school, 
major, area of research, e-mail address and telephone 
number to “Food For Thought” at
aucfood_4_thought @ hotmail.com.
Campus & Local News Editor
Health Editor
Arts & Entertainment Editor
Features Editor
Sports Editor







Monday, December 10, 2001________________________ _____ ______________________________________________________ TheSpotlight Page 3
Spelman staff, students, and faculty react to Dr. Manley's retirement
Jaela Neal and 
Natashia McGough 
Features/C & L Editors
The recent resignation of Dr. Audrey 
Forbes Manley has caused 
Spelmanites and faculty members to 
reflect upon her legacy and 
accomplishments as well as the 
school’s growth and progress within 
the past four years.
As an alumna of Spelman College, 
many perceived Dr. Manley as a 
president who would integrate the 
accomplishments of her professional 
and personal life with a distinctly 
knowledgeable love for the college. 
Her arrival four years ago in 1998 
heralded a new chapter in Spelman’s 
histoiy. She was the first president with 
a professional background deeply 
rooted in the math and science fields. 
These aspects culminated high 
expectations for her presidency.
Dr. Manley commented from the 
very beginning that she had specific 
goals for the college, which she hoped 
to accomplish within her five- year 
tenure.
“When I accepted this position of 
honor, I identified a number of goals 
for a five-year tenure that I believed 
would enhance our distinctive legacy 
of excellence and service. I have 
achieved these goals, and it is now my 
desire to rejoin the ranks of alumnae 
who serve the college in innumerable
ways away from the gates of 
Spelman,” says Manley.
Her goals included heavy 
recruitment for the freshman classes 
as well as completing the fundraising 
activities needed to build the $31
million science and math facility. She 
also secured land for the expansion of 
Spelman College, and enlarged the 
financial resources allocated to the 
college in terms of the endowment and 
physical plant funds.
So how have these accomplishments 
been perceived professionally and 
personally in various departments 
within Spelman’s academic arena? 
Collectively, of those professors 
willing to comment, the responses
have been favorable.
“Dr. Manley has been extremely
supportive of Science and 
Mathematics as a whole at Spelman” 
says Professor Jeffrey Ehme, Chair of 
the Mathematics department.
Many of the academic departments 
praise Dr. Manley for taking time to 
acknowledge their specific needs.
“Dr. Manley enabled us to expand 
our faculty by one. We hired a new 
faculty member, which enabled us to 
expand our course offerings,” says 
Hornsby, who reiterated that “ as a 
Spelman alum, she worked hard to 
maintain the Spelman tradition of 
excellence in academics and service 
to the community. She demonstrated
enthusiasm in the position from day 
one.”
Even liberal arts departments, such 
as political science, praised Dr. Manley 
for her demeanor and well-rounded 
personality.
“Dr. Manley is a very 
genuine person. She met with 
our department in January 
1998 and made us feel that she 
was very appreciative of our 
work,” says Dr. Marilyn A. 
Davis, Political Science 
professor.
Although many faculty 
members are appreciative of 
Dr. Manley’s presidency, 
some students discussed their 
dissatisfaction with Dr. 
Manley’s low-key presence 
around campus.
“I think that she hasn’t been 
particularly visible or sociable 
as president; however, I don’t 
think that she has done a bad
job” states Courtney Young, senior at 
Spelman College.
“As an alumna, Manley was not 
enthusiastic, nor did she try to 
communicate with her students on a 
non-traditional basis” says a junior 
English major who wishes to remain 
anonymous.
Although there is an undercurrent of 
dissatisfaction with Dr. Manley’s 
accessibility amongst many students, 
those who had more personal
interaction with her give positive and 
complimentary viewpoints.
“My outcome[with Dr. Manley] has 
always been pleasant. I have been on 
SGA so I have had a great encounter,” 
says SGA President Christina 
Williams.
Senior English major Amena Brown 
worked closely with Dr. Manley in her 
office for the past 3 years, and is 
convinced of the president’s desire to 
handle all aspects of the college’s 
business. She has known Dr. Manley 
to spend weeks at a time away from 
Spelman on fund-raising projects. In 
response to some student’s arguments 
about Dr. Manley’s inaccessibility, 
Brown says, “ she expressed her care 
in a different way.”
Although there are many varied 
and conflicting opinions about how 
the presidency of Dr. Manley will 
be remembered, no one can argue 
her perseverance and determination 
towards attaining the goals that she 
set for Spelman College. Looking 
at the overall picture, our personal 
feelings be they positive or negative 
become inconsequential in light of 
the benefits that her administration 
has afforded us. Present and future 
Spelmanites will benefit greatly 
from the Science Center, the 
enlarged endowment, and other 
contributions. Quite possibly, these 
contributions will be her legacy, and 
quite possibly that is enough.
West End community experiences a creative change
Natashia McGough 
Campus & Local Editor
Atlanta’s West-End 
community will undergo a 
change in scenery during the 
spring of 2002. The second and 
third graders of Oglethorpe 
Elementary School, lead by 
Spelmanite Daria Grayer, will 
create tie-dye shirts for sale 
and donation, as
well as a mural for 
the month of 






Tigers program, a 
two-hour after 






was inspired to 
create the Colorful 
Tigers program (named after 
Oglethorpe’s mascot) by the 
students. At the beginning of 
this semester, she entered 
Oglethorpe as a reading and 
writing tutor and soon 
discovered the artistic talent of 
the students.
“I decided to go to this after
school program, intending on 
doing just reading and writing 
with them, but I thought there 
needed to be some type of 
creativity. They were learning, 
but then they would just go 
outside and play. A lot of them 
would draw and their drawings 
would turn out neat, definite 
and precise,” says Grayer 
This observation convinced 
Grayer that the children
needed a creative learning 
environment, which led to the 
development of the Colorful 
Tigers program.
Following the first couple of 
weeks of the program, Grayer 
recruited other Spelmanites 
such as Mary Mildred Stith, 
Liza Gates, Lorielle
Broussard, and Lola Keys, to 
assist teaching art to the 
students. The children grew 
more excited and responsive 
about the program and the idea 
of attending college as Grayer 
brought in more Spelman 
students to teach them.
“They love this program. 
They always tell me that they 
want to be like me and go to 





projects for the 
students will 
be a volcano 
project and Art 
Exhibition, 




Parent Night at 




will spend the 
majority of next semester 
working on the West-End 
Mural Painting project and the 
tie-dye shirts.
The shirts, which represent 
an African cloth dying 
tradition started in 1929, will 
be donated to homeless 
persons in the West-End, and
sold to raise funds for 
the Colorful Tigers 
Art program. The 
Mural painting will 
involve students 
painting abandoned 
buildings and some 
local stores.
The Colorful Tigers 
Art program still 
needs more AUC 
student supporters 
who are interested in 
teaching the
Oglethorpe students 
about art. If you are 
an Art major or 
minor, please extend 
your support to the 
program by
contacting 
Oglethorpe Elementary School 
and volunteering your time 
between the hours of 4:00- 
6:30pm any day of the week.
Grayer 
assures that it 
will be worth 
your time: “It 









to be nurture^ 
especially at
these children’s ages. Their 
artwork is an extension of 
them. Children’s artwork is so 
amazing.”
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Art exhibition gives a peaceful silence to a deadly war
Natashia McGough 
Campus & Local Editor
Artwork gives a reflective visual 
image of society at its given time 
period. The image of Rwandan 
society will be reflected visually 
in an upcoming art exhibition 
titled “Journey Through the Eyes 
of a Child.”
“Journey Through the Eyes of 
a Child” created by Duhirwe 
Rushemeza, is a visual depiction 
of a child’s journey through the 
tides of war in central east 
Africa’s Rwanda.
Duhirwe Rushemeza is an 
alumna of Spelman College’s class 
of 2000. Rushemeza discovered 
her talent for creating art while 
attending Spelman. She entered 
Spelman as a Biology major, but 
soon changed her major once her 
visual creativity overpowered her.
“I have always been a visual 
person. Everyone really has the 
gift to do art. The way my life has 
been structured shows me that art 
is in my spirit,” says Rushemeza.
In 1994, Rwanda experienced a 
devastating war of genocide due to 
the affects of colonialism. The 
genocide took place as Hutu 
extremists attempted to wipe out
the Tutsi population. These two 
groups had been intermarried and 
living together for many years until 
the country of Belgium colonized 
central east Africa. The Tutsis, a
minority group that compose of 
15% of Rwanda’s population, were 
warriors and cattle herders, and the 
Hutus, a majority group that 
compose of 80% of Rwanda’s 
population, were farmers. These 
two groups were dependent upon 
each other for their survival.
The Belgium colonizers divided 
the two groups by giving them 
identity cards that eventually 
separated them. The Tutsis were 
allowed an education and thus 
were given a superior status over 
the Hutus in the colonized society. 
Once the Hutus group gained 
power in the society, they 
threatened to persecute the Tutsis
and penetrate Rwanda with gorilla 
warfare. The Tutsis fled to 
neighboring countries, such as 
Uganda and Zaire, as the threats 
of persecution grew. After a while, 
the Tutsis grew restless and 
wanted to come home.
In 1990, the immigrated 
Rwandans organized
themselves into the Rwanda 
Patriotic Front for a return to 
Rwanda. In early 1994, 
President Habyarimana, the 
president of Rwanda, was 
making preparations for the 
refugees to return to Rwanda, 
when his airplane was shot 
down. The genocide began the 
same night of President 
Habyarimana’s death. Close to one 
million innocent people lost their 
lives in a short three-month period. 
Women were raped and killed. 
Even children were killed.
“It became a dangerous place at 
that time. It was very devastating. 
It was such a destructive place to 
be that no one in Rwanda was left 
unaffected by it,” says Rushemeza.
After the genocide of 1994, there 
were many homeless and disabled 
children roaming the streets of 
Rwanda. “Journey Through the 
Eyes of a Child,” which is a form 
of print making lino cuts or wood
cuts, illustrates the lives of 
wandering children, who are war 
victims in late 20th century and 
present day Rwanda.
“A lot of children could not be 
taken in by the community because 
they were unfamiliar with their 
group affiliation. Children didn’t 
have anyone to pay for their school 
needs nor their basic survival 
needs,” says Rushemeza.
Upon Rushemeza’s return to 
Rwanda in the late 90s, she 
discovered the children’s 
dissipated state and became 
inspired to create “Journey 
Through the Eyes of a Child.”
“It was something in my heart 
and spirit that needed to come out. 
My work allows people to see the 
different emotions of these 
children. At the same time my
images are universal, everyone has 
seen a child suffer in some way,” 
says Rushemeza.
Besides creating the works in 
“Journey Through the Eyes of a 
Child,” Rushemeza is currently 
organizing a non-profit 
organization to help children who 
have been victims of war crimes. 
She wants to build a community 
center in Kigali, the capital of 
Rwanda. Within the community 
center, the children will have 
cultural enrichment programs and 
tutorial programs to help with their 
education. Rushemeza is receiving 
outside support for the non-profit 
organization from the Rwandese 
Embassy, Representatives in 
Washington, other refugees in 
America and friends of Rwanda.
Come out and support your 
Spelman sister’s efforts by viewing 
“Journey Through the Eyes of a 
Child.” The Exhibition will be 
shown at the Apache Café on 64 
3rd Street between November 19 - 
December 2.
If you would like to receive more 
information on the situation in 
Rwanda or provide help, e-mail 
Duhirwe Rushemeza at 
duhirwe@hotmail.com.
WE NEED YOU!
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The Granddaughter’s Club partake in their annual 
Christmas Tree decorating social
Photos provided by Granddaughter’s Club President, 
Ashley Jenkins
The End Product of Hard Work
Granddaughter’s Club Advisors
Members of the Granddaughter’s Club with their tree
NAACP serves the community
Cianci Marie Cochran 
Staff Writer
The NAACP (National 
Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People) has always 
been instrumental for educating 
African-Americans about events 
and topics that will make an impact 
on their community. The NAACP 
chapters at Spelman and 
Morehouse Colleges are no 
different. Through forums and 
activities, this organization has 
invited many students to take an 
active role in their community.
The Morehouse chapter of the 
NAACP hosted an education 
forum on Thursday November 1st 
in Sale Hall. The program, “Public 
Education in Atlanta: A Look at 
Today, Tomorrow and Beyond,’’ 
gave AUC students and members 
of the community a chance to hear 
candidates for the Atlanta school 
board committee debate. Gianne 
James, the education chair of the 
Spelman chapter and Khaatim 
Sheerer El, education chair of the 
Morehouse chapter both delivered 
welcome addresses for the highly 
attended event.
“It was a really good opportunity 
for those in the community to meet 
the candidates,” says James. “I am 
really grateful to the candidates for 
coming out and supporting us.”
Spelman celebrated its NAACP 
week, lasting from November 5
through November 9. The week 
was titled “The Invitation,” which 
began with the membership drive 
on Monday. The NAACP is one 
of the biggest organizations on 
Spelman’s campus in terms of 
members. In addition, the 
NAACP registered new voters 
earlier this semester to ensure 
AUC students participated in 
choosing Atlanta’s next mayor 
and City Council.
During the NAACP social on 
Wednesday November 7th, 
members of the Spelman and 
Morehouse chapters had a chance 
to meet and mingle.
“I had a good time,” says Cherise- 
Aste Wykkof. “I met a lot of nice 
people and found out more about 
others in the NAACP."
Bamboozled was shown on 
movie night, November 8. This 
controversial Spike Lee film 
sparked different emotions in 
people. Tiffany Tolliver found it 
“insightful and creative,” while 
Tonya Faublas found it “slightly 
disturbing.”
The week ended with the 
NAACP hosting Market Friday. 
Thanks to the group’s efforts, 
many students from the AUC 
assisted in the selection of our 
city’s new mayor, Shirley 
Franklin, on November 6th.
During NAACP week, this 
organization invited people to 
become more aware of the world 
they live in and they succeeded.
Members of the Granddughter’s Club create ornaments
Be Careful up There!
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Who let the dawgs out! The Men of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity
Charita Williams 
Campus and Local
If you are like the majority of the 
Spelmanites, when you think of 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, 
Incorporated: barking, gold boot 
wearing, united, female-loving, 
partying brothers may come to 
mind.
However, is there more to the 
fraternity then what you may see 
during social gatherings? Nile, 
Kyle, Trumaine, Ancin, Charles, 
Thomas, and Travis, seven of the 
twenty-six men of Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity, Incorporated, Psi 
Chapter have come together to 
bring you the real “Que Dawgs.” 
The Morehouse men are admitting 
to their Spelman Sisters that they 
can be nasty at times, but there is 
a totally different side that most 
people aren’t aware of.
Most Spelman Students would 
like to know, “What’s the purpose 
of barking and gold boots?” The 
men state that barking is a symbol 
of recognition and love when they 
see their brothers.
“Barking is indicative of the dog. 
On the other hand, it is not the 
traditional stereotype or the 
traditional connotations associated
A Spelman womar
Tiffany R. Gray 
Contributing Writer
Former Spelman president 
Johnetta Cole described the 
role of the Spelman woman 
best when she said, ”No one is 
free from the kind of 
community service that leads 
to both stronger communities 
and a just nation. Spelman was 
born for service.”
What is the role of the 
Spelman woman and has this 
role changed since our 
college’s inception?
“I don’t think that the role of 
the Spelman woman has 
changed; we just face different 
challenges today. Before we 
had to fight to have what we 
have. Now that we have it, we 
just have to prove ourselves to 
each other and everyone else,” 
says Leslie Ibeanusi.
Spelman definitely took a lot 
of struggle to create. Sophia 
Packard and Harriet Giles, 
driven by a divine faith, 
worked to raise money for a 
school to educate black 
women. Through their efforts, 
emerged a school in the 
basement of Atlanta’s 
Friendship Baptist Church that 
later became a nine-acre site 
with five frame buildings. 
Through more than one 
hundred years of diligence, the 
nine-acre campus grew into the
with the dog. Instead, to the men 
of Omega, the dog is an animal that 
symbolizes loyalty, protection, 
tenacity, and the ability to be man’s 
best friend,” says Travis.
“The mystery of the gold boots 
are only known by
the men of Omega 
Psi Phi Fraternity 
Incorporated.
Everything we do 
has a purpose,” 
says Trumaine.
“We have no 
inhibitions, we are 
just being
ourselves. The 
energy that the frat 
possess is the type 
of men the Frat 
attracts,” says 
Kyle.
“The Omega Psi 
Phi Fraternity 
Incorporated 
attracts brothers with a lot of 
energy and our energy is put into 
everything we do,” says Nile.
Spelman Sophomore, Raheeda 
Wiliams is not pleased with some 
of the distasteful activities she has 
witnessed.
"They can be obnoxious for 
example, barking, chasing females 
in order to lick them, etc,” she says.
thirty-two acre campus of
today with twenty-three 
buildings.
The role of the Spelman 
woman is to work towards a 
vision of success,
“The role of the Spelman 
woman is to share her 
knowledge with her 
community in hopes of 
advancing the knowledge and 
opportunities of her people,” 
says Assata Abayomi.
The Spelmanite is provided 
with many opportunities to 
serve her community. 
Community service is 
expected from Spelman 
women. To promote 
community service among 
Spelmanites, Spelman has 
community service fairs. At 
these fairs, Spelmanites are 
provided with a glimpse of the 
many community service 
projects that are available on 
Spelman’s campus and 
throughout Atlanta.
As well as being an active 
member in her community, the 
Spelman woman must uphold 
the Spelman sisterhood.
“I think that the role of the 
Spelman woman deals with 
accepting fellow sisters and 
coming together to unify the 
student body and create a 
strong sense of sisterhood. I 
don’t think this has ever 
changed,’’says Michelle 
Brown.
“No one person should define 
Omega Psi Phi. Just like all other 
frats, we are made up of 
individuals,” respond the 
members.
These individuals, like many
other organizations state that their 
purpose is service.
“We have been mentoring kids 
daily at Boys and Girls Clubs, 
volunteering, helping candidates 
for the past election campaign, and 
doing several other specific 
projects. However, people don't 
want to talk about or focus on this,” 
says Charles. “We put together
’s role in society
Another important aspect of 
the role of the Spelman woman 
is to exhibit conduct that is 
appropriate and was expected 
of the Spelmanites before us. 
Spelmanites are expected to 
carry themselves in a way that 
would not bring shame to the 
legacy left by past sisters.
“As Spelman women we 
have a responsibility to serve 
as a role model for young 
people,” says Dr. LaConyea 
Butler, a graduate of Spelman, 
Class of 56’.
Dr. Butler believes strongly 
in the Spelmanite’s duty to 
create a positive example for 
youth.
“To whom much is given, 
much is required. We have no 
choice but to give to our young 
people,” says Butler.
A Spelman woman must go 
forth and use her knowledge 
and abilities to contribute to 
the youth that are our future. 
If we do not strengthen and 
nurture our young people, the 
consequences will be 
disastrous. The Spelman 
woman must help build a 
strong foundation for our 
youth to stand on.
Dr. Evelyn W. Chisholm, 
also a graduate of Spelman, 
Class of 49’ recalled her years 
at Spelman with a nostalgic 
smile. She spoke of the days 
in which a Spelmanite had to 
pass a laundry test and prove
different events such as the fashion 
show during Clark Atlanta’s 
Homecoming, and we interact with 
the sororities at Spelman. We also 
have a strong bond with 
organizations such as PEPPERS 
who worked with us on 
the domestic violence 
forum.”
The group comments 
that they are here to help 
their Spelman sisters 
when needed.
“People don’t utilize 
that. When ever anyone 
needs help, we are there 
to help and support,” 
states Thomas.
Although the Men of 
Omega have been 
involved in many service 
activities, many Spelman 
students have still only 
seen the social side of 
their organization. 
“There is a pre-conceived notion 
about Omegas. We have a sense 
of appropriateness. If it is a party, 
we’re going to party. If it is a 
formal, we are formal,” says 
Thomas.
The fraternity’s loyalty and 
genuine brotherhood is what they 
know separates them from other 
fraternities. They live by their
that she could iron three pieces 
of laundry in order to graduate. 
She also talked about how 
Spelman women had to be on 
the campus by nine o’clock 
p.m.
"I think the mission and 
objectives of Spelman women 
have remained the same. The 
environment has just 
changed,” says Dr. Chisholm.
Dr. Chisholm recalled the 
college’s strong focus on 
spiritual development, hence 
the Spelman motto “Our whole 
school for Christ.” She 
remembers when the students 
as well as staff and faculty 
were required to attend chapel 
five days a week and vesper 
services on Sunday. Today, 
Spelman still promotes 
spiritual development with 
chapel services and other 
opportunities for worship on 
our campus as well as other 
campuses in the Atlanta area.
Dr. Chisholm also mentioned 
how during her years at 
Spelman, the college greatly 
promoted social development. 
She said that at Spelman dinner 
was a family affair five days a 
week and on Sundays. At these 
dinners, every student had an 
assigned seat and the students 
set the table.
“We were trained in social 
amenities,” says Dr. Chisholm 
with a smile.
As I listened to Dr. Butler
motto, “Friendship is essential to 
the soul” and the quote by 
Benjamin E. Mays “In what so 
ever I do, I do it so well. That no 
man living, no man dead, and no 
man yet to be born can do it better.”
Trumaine and Thomas are both 
sons’ of Deltas. Their mothers 
were elated when they informed 
them of the intake process to be 
Omegas, and that pledging was 
abolished in August of 1985 
because the fraternity does not 
condone it. The fraternity is 
celebrating 90 years of rich 
heritage and the Psi chapter at 
Morehouse is celebrating 80. 
November 11-17 was Omega 
Week in celebration of the 
fraternity’s anniversary, which 
included social gatherings, as well 
as service activities.
“We would like to put an end to 
stereotypes and myths about the 
fraternity and strengthen our bond 
with our Spelman Sisters, beyond 
parties and Market Fridays,” says 
Ancin.
“What you see isn’t always a 
representation of what there is. 
Everything you see has two sides. 
From the money you spend to the 
ground you walk on, as it is for 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc,” 
says Travis.
and Dr. Chisholm speak, I was 
amazed at the ways in which 
Spelman has changed over 
time, but the central values 
have still remained the same.
“There was a quota that was 
expected by the faculty and 
staff,” says Dr. Chisholm.
This is still the case today. 
The Spelman woman must 
carry herself in a way that 
reflects the college positively, 
and use the knowledge and 
experience that she gains to 
improve herself as well as 
empower others. Written in 
the Spelman Student 
Handbook for 2001-2002 is 
‘Spelman seeks to empower 
the total person who 
appreciates the many cultures 
of the world and commits to 
positive social change.”
“We are trained to be 
professional women that go out 
into society and make a 
difference,” says Lakeisha 
Demerson.
The Spelman woman should 
be a positive influence, a worthy 
role model, and one that 
envisions ways to help others. A 
definition of the role of the 
Spelman woman can be found in 
the 1944-1945 College 
Handbook. It states to Spelman 
woman, “ be a worthy daughter, 
sister, and neighbor.” This 
statement embodies perfectly 
and always will, the role of the 
Spelman woman.
F eatures
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Stamped: Historically Black Colleges challenged
Asha Camille Jennings 
Staff Writer
The verdict of the 1992 U.S. vs. 
Fordice case stamped the black 
community with a permanent brand 
that would blister the hearts of many 
to come. The pain from the smoke 
that rose from the scorching iron as it 
subconsciously marked each young 
black that ever had hopes of attending 
college, was conveyed when the 
Supreme Court ruled that Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities 
(HBCUs) were, indeed, a vestige of 
separation. Although HBCUs have 
never engaged in race-exclusive 
admissions policies, from that day 
forward, state legislatures were 
required to either eliminate HBCUs 
or find “compelling educational 
justification’’1 for their continued 
existence.
Almost ten years after this 
decision, many publicly-funded 
Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities have changed their 
policies because of it. This includes 
heightened admissions requirements 
to target a more selective student 
body, changed institutional identity 
by merging with traditionally white 
institutions, and increased minority 
scholarships to comply with recent 
mandates requiring undergraduate 
student bodies to be half black and 
half white.
These changes in the 
structure of Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities have 
brought about intense criticism that 
now jeopardizes the continued 
existence of HBCUs. In fact, this 
debate has led columnist Janita Poe 
to pose the question, “How white is 
right? Do Black Colleges still have a 
place in America?” in her front-page 
article in the Sunday, November 4,
2001 edition of the Atlanta Journal 
Constitution.
As a student who attends a historically 
black college, I feel that providing 
“educational justification” is the least 
I can do to advocate for the merit of 
HBCUs in America. Often, evidence 
is overlooked and backs are turned to 
the reality of situations in order to 
achieve certain goals or to please 
certain sectors of society. However, if 
we learned anything from the civil 
rights movement, we should never 
allow our culture to be stripped or 
unfair treatment left unchecked. 
Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities play a vital role in the lives 
of African Americans, but they also 
strengthen the American culture as a 
whole. HBCUs retain a higher 
percentage of blacks than traditionally 
white universities, due to the nurturing 
environment they provide. They 
educate the largest percentage of 
African-American leaders in today’s 
society and present an unwavering 
opportunity for blacks to attend college 
despite economic and academic 
barriers. They definitely have a place 
in America today and their function is 
not merely historical and traditional, 
but also oriented toward the future.
Operating within their 
historical context, Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities continue to 
knock down barriers thus allowing 
blacks that otherwise would not go to 
college the opportunities to gain 
postsecondary education. The most 
recent obstacles placed in front of 
blacks are the economic and academic 
requirements of getting into 
traditionally white institutions (TWIs). 
Because HBCUs educate a large 
disadvantaged section of the 
population, they maintain low tuitions. 
Even private HBCUs chaige relatively 
little compared to the private TWIs. 
This is possibly the main reason why
in 1990, HBCUs only enrolled 17 
percent of the nations Black students, 
but graduated 27 percent. HBCUs are 
a higher education bargain because 
they do the most with the least amount 
of funding. In addition to breaking 
down economic barriers, HBCUs also 
break down academic barriers. One 
conclusion drawn by Committee L on 
the Historically Black Institutions and 
the Status of minorities in the 
Profession, stated that HBCU 
faculties are good at providing 
remedial preparation for students who 
start out with weak high-school 
backgrounds. HBCUs give second 
chances to students who did not excel 
in high school, and assist them in 
reaching higher academic levels. 
However, it is evident that although 
the absence of segregation has 
characterized America’s educational 
system for almost fifty years, the 
assimilation of blacks into society has 
not been an easy task. With 
discrimination still prevalent, 
retaining blacks at TWIs, where the 
presence of institutional bigotry 
presents a daily straggle, has become 
an obstacle. Nonetheless, where the 
TWIs have fallen short, the HBCUs 
have taken up the slack. In fact, 
Academe reported that drop out rates 
for black students at four-year HBCUs 
are much lower than at other four-year 
institutions. It has been proven that 
HBCUs retain more black students 
than predominantly white institutions 
for various reasons. One of those 
reasons, pointed out by Kenneth S. 
Tolbert in The Fate of Minority-Based 
Institutions after Fordice, is that 
HBCUs have created “psychosocially 
congenial settings in which blacks can 
develop.” In other words, most 
HBCUs are small and residential 
which creates a supportive social, 
cultural, and psychological 
environment that enhances students'
successful adaptation to the academic 
demands of college. As a result, 
students that attend HBCUs have 
higher levels of peer interaction and 
student-faculty interaction than those 
who attend TWIs. This produces a 
more confident, involved, and 
successful campus life both 
academically and socially for students. 
Consequently, this nurturing 
environment of HBCUs gives students 
higher occupational aspirations. 
Although HBCUs only represent three 
percent of all institutions of higher 
education in the United States, they are 
responsible for educating 
approximately 40 percent of blacks that 
have graduated from college. 
According to Pennsylvania 
Representative William Gray in his 
speech before the Congress2, 75 
percent of all black Ph.Ds., 46 percent 
of all black business executives, 50 
percent of black engineers, 80 percent 
of black federal judges, and 85 percent 
of all black doctors have been educated 
at Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities. They have also educated 
an estimated 50 percent of the nation’s 
black attorneys, 75 percent of black 
military officers, 40 percent of the 
nation’s Black dentists, 40 percent of 
black physicians, 50 percent of black 
pharmacists, and 75 percent of the 
nation’s black veterinarians. According 
to this data, it is obvious that HBCUs 
play an essential role today in the 
education of the leaders in the black 
community. This is a tradition that 
began with the greatest black thinkers 
and leaders, like Martin Luther King, 
Jr., W.E.B. Dubois, Thurgood Marshall 
and Wilma Rudolph and continues 
today with Oprah Winfrey and Spike 
Lee. Because of this role, the removal 
of HBCUs would be detrimental to the 
progression of black culture. HBCUs 
have been a place where African 
Americans could receive a quality
education when other doors were 
closed to them and they continue to 
do so today. As a result of the 
environment they provide, African 
Americans can flourish and thus 
become contributing members to 
American society.
So with all of this said, the question 
posed by the article that inspired this 
response still remains... “Do black 
colleges still have a value for African 
Americans and the country, or should 
all public colleges work toward a 
diverse student body that matches the 
states that support it?” I highly doubt 
that I present enough “educational 
justification” good enough to persuade 
the Supreme Court to continue to fund 
Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities, but to me the 370,000 
black students that attend HBCUs 
should be enough. The continued rise 
in admissions to HBCUs shows they 
chose these schools for reasons that 
are beyond textual and factual. Black 
culture and accomplishments are 
essential ingredients to the curriculum 
of black colleges and these ingredients 
are not duplicated in white universities 
where programs often ignore the 
contributions of African Americans. 
As Kenneth S. Tolbert, Sr. states, 
“HBCUs discover and preserve the 
black cultural heritage, thus serving as 
repositories for the Black experience. 
We have gotten away from teaching 
our students about their culture. 
Without knowing whose you are, you 
can never know who you are.” 
Enough said.
1 ETS Policy Information Center
2 Issues and Matters Pertaining to 
Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities. Hearing Before the 
House Committee in Education and 
Labor, Serial No, 101-128, 101st 
Cong., 2dSess. (1990): 7
Racism rears its ugly head
Nkechi Olisemeka 
Features Writer
Racism is not a thing of 
the past. No matter how much we 
want to bury our heads in the sand, 
we have to come up sooner or later 
and face the truth about the society 
we live in.
On Nov. 5, members of 
the Auburn Chapter of Delta Sigma 
Phi decided to take it upon 
themselves to show the world their 
obvious stupidity, ignorance, and 
lack of respect for people different 
than themselves.
During a Halloween 
party, members of this fraternity 
painted their faces black, while 
wearing KKK costumes. In 
addition, they reenacted a lynching 
of a black-faced person wearing a 
FUBU T-shirt. To my 
understanding these misguided 
men thought it would be amusing
to disrespect black people as past 
time. The university no longer 
recognizes the Beta Phi and Delta 
Sigma fraternity, and 
investigations are still being 
made in regards to this situation.
Incidents such as these 
are scary for two reasons. These 
people are in Alabama, which, as 
we know, is not too far away from 
us. A person can not predict what 
goes on in these people’s minds, 
and I am fearful to know that 
people in our age group have so 
much hate for us simply because 
of our color. They are totally 
aware of what they were doing 
because they are old enough to 
differentiate between right and 
wrong.
This is not a situation 
where a little child emulates what 
his parents taught him. These 
college men made a conscious 
choice to be hateful, and act out 
a form of hate. I think a lot more
has to be done when dealing with 
these men; suspension is not 
enough. To me their punishment 
is nothing more than a tap on the 
wrist. These men have to realize 
that their behavior will not be 
accepted. While others who may 
want to imitate this act, need to 
view punishment the men of Beta 
Phi and Delta Sigma fraternity 
received as a reason to avoid 
participating in another one of 
these disgusting acts.
Editor’s Note: These fraternity 
members also went as far as to 
wear T-shirts with the Omega Psi 
Phi letters on them, supposedly 
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Honorary novelist Paule 
Marshall visits Spelman College





The discussion, held at 
10a.m. in the Women’s Center, 
was attended by members of the 
English faculty, English majors, 
and others familiar with 
Marhsall’s work. Dr. Joyce 
Pettis, who has written the 
definitive critical work about the 
novels of Paule Marshall, 
moderated the discussion.
Pettis began the event with a 
basic question and answer 
session to overview many of the 
related themes within Marshall’s 
novels. Marshall considers 
herself a Diaspora writer in that 
many of her works are 
considerations about the 
disbursement of African peoples 
throughout the world.
Continually addressed 
throughout Marshall’s works is 
also the topic of colonization 




among Africans in 
the Caribbean, as 
well as those within 
North America and 
Europe. Marshall’s 
commentary about 






individuals and certain 
communities and countries, 
distinguish her as a novelist who 
can tackle serious historical and 
political themes while also 
telling an engaging story. This 
talent is enhanced by an uncanny 
ability to transform these 
somewhat challenging and 























was Brooklyn, New York, where 
Marshall was raised within a
tight knit West Indian community 
as the daughter of Barbadian 
immigrants. The author recounts 
that a large part of her childhood 
was spent in the kitchen of her 
home listening to her mother and 
her friends speak about job troubles 
and family life; things which 
Marshall believes culminated into 
her ability to create believable 
characterizations of both the West 
Indian and African-American 
communities during the earlier 
parts of this century. Marshall says 
that she “ tried to embody the 
vernacular of the West Indian 
Negro women before it went away.” 
This is another important aspect of 
the literature that she produces: a 
constant reflection of the past to get 
a clearer picture of the future. 
Looking back gives readers, 
especially those of African descent, 
“ a wonderful opportunity to create 
self.”
“ An image in my mind of 
a young black man and woman who
go into a bookstore searching 
within various novels for images of 
Black achievement in a society that 
sees them as lesser. They eventually 
pick up one of my novels and see 
themselves reflected in a truthful 
way. The novel gives them a sense 
of their right to be in the world. It 
is an empowering element within 
their world. 







asked if young 
African 
Americans 
must look to 
their past 







of self-definition. It strikes me as a 
very American thing to do but 
blacks in many ways must create 
their own identity and a way to live
a complete life. You must have a 
healthy interest in your past.”
Marshall also gave 
advice to young Black artists and 
writers about creating works, 
which are relevant to the present 
and that, will accurately 
represent this generation in the 
future.
“[The work] must be 
personally generated. You must 
have a commitment to your art. 
No matter what, you will remain 
faithful and devoted to your 
expression. Young African- 
American writers must deal with 
the issues at hand. The old 
inequities have taken on a new 
subtlety. Blacks aren’t a part of 
the melting pot. We are still at 
the bottom of the economic 
totem pole,” she says.
Young African- 
American writers do have issues 
that plague the community and 
need to be addressed within 
thoughtful and relevant works.
Although 
















much to do in terms of 
community involvement.
“ Decide how much 
compromise you will deal with 
and the place where you are 
betraying the best of you is when 
you must rethink your position. 
Know just how much is 
comfortable for you to take 
within your life. You are 
committed to present yourself 
publicly in a positive way,” says 
Marshall as she gives advice to 
the new generation of Spelman 
women, who must carve out 
places for themselves in this 
challenging world.
These are very inspiring and 
thoughtful words from an author 
who has displayed through her 
novels that the African peoples 
of the world have stories within 
our communities that serve as 
reminders of our rich and varied 
history and act as blueprints for 
the future.
Paule Marshall’s latest 
novel, “The Fisher King,” takes 
a new spin with the Diaspora 
theme by combining it with that 
most American of art forms, 
jazz. It is available now in 
Spelman’s bookstore.
Don’t you wish...you would've tried to holla at me 
freshman year? I've moved beyond your childish ways. 
Don’t you wish.. .you never said you “needed more time”, 
are “trying to find yourself”, or that we should “just be 
friends”? Oh how time flies, and you know that old 
saying—you don’t miss the water till the well runs dry! 
Don’t you wish.. .1 would have been so naive to stay with 
you, and believe that I was the only one ?
Don’t you wish...you had more class, tact, and respect 
when dealing with a true woman like me?
Don’t you wish.. .you hadn ’t slept o 
Don’t you wish.. .your game was so tight tl iat I wouldn 't 
have been able to figure it out ? Ooops my 
was your game deciphered, but yo 
blacklisted.
Don’t you wish...you would’ve liste 
one last time when they called you
got
8. Don’t you wish.. .you stood a chance i
9. Don’t you wish... when you had the 
and make things right, your 
stood in your way?
JO. Don’t you wish... that during our 
you could’ve held me just a bit 
tighter? “Foreverfriends” is wha 
just lost the best thing you ever




Recently, I took the time 
to sit down and listen to the lyrics 
of Jay Z’s new single “Girls, 
Girls, Girls” from his most recent 
album, “Blue Print.” The lyrics 
are appalling and highly 
disturbing. While this is not the 
first time that hip-hop artists have 
degraded women in their music, 
this song stuck out in my mind 
as one that I am not willing to 
tolerate.
My resentment of songs 
like this has nothing to do with 
attending a woman’s college. It 
has everything to do with the 
personal choice that I have made 
to become less passive towards 
ignorant comments made about 
my gender. How can I have 
selective hearing and jam to this 
music in a club, while ignoring 
the fact that this song insults 
women by comparing Indian 
women to curry chicken, and 
African-American women to 
fried chicken? As trivial as this 
may seem (some may even say 
its all in good humor), this should 
not be excused as artistic 
freedom. It says a lot about the 
time we live in when after all the 
work that women have done to 
level the ground with men; we are 
still degraded for the sake of 
“freedom of speech.”
Jay Z perpetuates and
d! Not only 
name was
¡our boys this 
or letting me




nd just a bit 
<ne says—you
glorifies everything negative and 
stereotypical about women. The 
entire song is a poor tribute, but I 
am personally offended by one 
part of the song:
“I got this African chick 
with Eddie Murphy on her skull. 
She’s like, ‘Jigga Man, why you 
treat me like animal?’ I’m like, 
“Excuse me Ms. Fufu, but when I 
met your ass, you was dead broke 
and naked, and now you want 
half.”
Being an African 
woman, this remark only depicts 
the ignorance that still exists in 
regards to Africans and how we 
live. Needless to say, we do not 
live in bushes, but actual houses, 
nor do we walk around naked with 
fig leaves covering our genitals. 
Surprisingly enough, we can rock 
FUBU gear.
The fact that people still 
think this way is a real turn off, 
and it only makes me question, 
how much do we as a people really 
know about each other? Granted 
there is a lot of hardship in Africa, 
but I’m sure that similar hardship 
can also be found in places as 
“civilized” as Europe and North 
America.
I am not “hatin’” on Jay 
Z, but I do feel that every once in 
a while we as people have to grow 
in our way of thinking. In order to 
do that, we have to step out of the 
box a little and see and listen to 
what is going on around us. I was 
under the impression that such 
well-known and seemingly
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Campus safety at Spelman




Department of Public Safety 
received criticism from campus 
organizations that desire 
stronger law enforcement and 
increased protection.
Involvement from student 
organizations prompted a 
heightened sense of concern on 
campus from both faculty and 
students.
Officer Bowser, Director of 
Public Safety, says that more 
people are concerned about 
safety due to the recent string of 
crimes on area college 
campuses. Yet, he stresses that 
the Spelman community know 
public safety is working very 
hard to protect students and staff. 
POSSE (Protecting Our Spelman 
Sisters Everyday) works closely 
with public safety to implement 
better ways of protecting the 
Spelman Community. This close 
knit group of students developed 
the "Adopt A Dorm Program" 
and several other ideas for 
protection on campus, including 
plans for better visibility around 
certain buildings and asking 
residents what needs to be 
repaired or improved in their 
dorms.
"I always carry my handy 








as well as 
people that I 
am not 
familiar
with," says sophomore Natasha 
Plumb.
Yet, public safety and POSSE 
are not the only organizations 
working toward making 
Spelman a safer place. Director 
Bowser also acknowledged the 
ladies of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. "Sweet" Mu Pi 
Chapter for their involvement 
in the fight back program 
during "Think Pink Week." The 
self-defense class, held by the 
AKAs, had the largest turn out 
of all activities, with a total of 
93 people. While there are no 
absolute ways to avoid crime 
there are ways to minimize 
your chances of being a target. 
When asked, "How do you 
protect yourself on and off 
campus?" the most common 
responses from Spelman 
students were: traveling in 
groups, avoiding walking too 
close to vehicles and letting 
friends know their 
whereabouts.
"I don’t carry my purse with 
me if I am walking because my 
attention may be diverted to 
other places and I may not be 
as keen in observing my 
environment," says
freshwoman Lenee Young. 
Spelman has one of the lowest 
numbers of crime occurrences 
within the country when 
compared to other colleges and 
universities. If you would like 
more information on campus 
crimes, you can access the 
Jeanne Cleary report on 
Spelmans web site under the 
public safety link. The report 
gives the crime statistics from 












property." The public safety 
link on the web site also 
provides further information 
about programs, safety tips, 
and campus alerts.For further 
information about campus 
safety contact Public Safety at: 
(404) 525-6401
J always carry my handy 
dandy Spelman whistle with 
me at all times and I 
constantly stay aware of my 
surrounding enivironment as 
well as people that I am not 
familiar wit, ” says 
sophomore Natasha Plumb
girls...continued
prominent artists would be more 
exposed to the happenings of the 
world, and the knowledge of 
different types of people, and the 
understanding of differences.
Apparently, the fact that 
you may have a lot of money and 
drop platinum albums does not 
equate you to being 
knowledgeable of the world and 
its people. We must take 
responsibility for our words 
because we do not live in a box. 
The United States (as it credits 
itself) is observed globally, and
what example are we setting when 
people get a hold of how we 
“honor” our women? The key is 
growth: we are all living to grow 
and learn. We are far from being 
perfect, and just because people 
like Jay-Z are in the public eye 
does not mean that they are not 
permitted to make mistakes. But 
for things to change there has to 
be awareness that there is 
something wrong, and 
unfortunately, I do not think that 
it is obvious to a lot of people in 
the industry.
Letter to the Editor
People never cease to amaze me. There are some things that can go overlooked. And there 
are some things that have to be addressed. Some things can be brushed off as a harmless mistake. 
Some things that are done, no matter if they are a mistake or not, are just plain stupid. As I stood in line 
at Chic-Fil-A waiting for a fresh batch of fries, to my complete surprise, one of the “cooks” (for lack of 
a better term), picked up some of the old fries in the bin, rubbed them in her bare hands (I saw no point 
in her doing this), and then threw them back into the bin for the students to eat. Whoa!
• And then she just kept right on as if that was some necessary tactic associated with the art of 
French fry making. So, as I stood there looking at her, just knowing she was going to throw that old 
batch out, she looked back at me like I had the problem. Two minutes later, I looked up, and she was in 
the process of mixing the new batch of Fries with the old contaminated batch.
Despite all of the stories about the lack of sanitation, I never witnessed anything to this extent 
with my own eyes. But, 1 am not the only one who can attest to nastiness in the cafeteria and at 
Spelman. Because I don’t want to incriminate anyone, I choose to keep names anonymous, and incidents 
as general as possible. Yet, there have been many cases of unsanitary actions that out of common sense 
should not have happened.
I decided to ask around, and I got back stories about café and Chic-Fil-A workers sneezing on 
food and commencing to continue making sandwiches for students, several times when cooks had no 
gloves or hairnets on, and the list goes on. And obviously, it’s not just at Spelman, because one student 
told me about a very horrifying time when a roach crawled on her from a tray while she got her lunch 




While, I too have at times wondered about the cleanliness of Spelman, I have never seen such an 
incident as the one you write of. I remind you, however, that nothing will change until students come 
together and demand a change.
Remember when Chic-Fil-A was only open until 7:00p.m. and now it stays open until 10:00 p.m. We, 
as students, must continually express our concerns until we see a change. Maybe you should bring this 
issue to the attention of SGA or student affairs. You could also start your own sanitation committee. 




Why start your day stuck in traffic? 
There’s no such thing as rush 
hour at an EYA wilderness camp. 
Our youth counselors live and 
work in some of the most 
beautiful, natural settings in the 
eastern United States. Hike the 
Appalachian Trail. Canoe the 
Suwanee. Sleep under the stars. 
Develop personal relationships.
And help at-risk kids get 
back on the right path.
Doesn’t that sound a lot
ECKERD
better than breathing exhaust 
fumes twice a day? For more 




P.0. Box 7450 
Clearwater, FL 33758-7450 
or e-mail to: recruiting@eckerd.org
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Dr. Audrey Forbes Manley
Above: Dr . Manley with students






Left: Albert and Audrey are stunning at the 
Blue and White Banquet
Dr. Manley shares a moment with 
Patti
Right: Dr. Manley sharing a special moment with her 
sisters.
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throughout the years
Dr. Manley walks through the alumnae arch
Dr. Manley in her first job, as a pediatrician
All smiles with Jackie Joyner Kersey
Dr. Manley, back center, with class of ‘55
The late Dr. Albert Manley with Our President and comedian Bill Cosby
{
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Hometown Pride: ATL entertainers discuss upcoming albums
Natashia McGough 
Campus & Local Editor
Great talent, in the entertainment 
arena, is right here in the city of Atlanta. 
New and established entertainers 
throughout Atlanta are dropping or 
planning to drop new albums to show 
the true growth and pride of their talent. 
These significant performers ability to 
express themselves to the public is a 
true gift, in more ways than one.
A Maniac New Album
Dwayne Hunter, better known as 
Waniac the Maniac Brainiac, is a new 
comer to the rap game. Waniac is 
originally from Alabama, but grew up 
in Atlanta for majority of his life. 
Waniac's time in the rap industry has 
produced affiliations with numerous 
entertainers in the field. He actually 
recorded his first song with his 
personal friend Bushwick Bill, a 
former member of the legendary group 
the Ghetto Boys.
Waniac’s first album, titled “The 
World of Waniac,” indulges the 
question of where is Waniac? The 
album discusses the experiences in his 
life, which usually entails people 
questioning his whereabouts.
‘ ‘Whether I am there, whether I have 
been there, or whether I am to be there, 
the question is always where is 
Waniac. Where I am is always the 
place to be,” says Waniac.
Numerous producers, such as J 
Mack, Game, Pretty Ken, and DK All 
Day, worked on “The World of
Waniac.” The producers worked with 
live instruments, such as guitars, horns 
and drums, to create up-tempo beats, 
which correlate with the beat of 
Waniac’s life.
Waniac describes the beats of his 
album as “groovy”, “jazzy”, and very 
relaxing. To regain the money for the 
cost of creating the album, Waniac will 
promote this album independently 
through fliers, tours and commercials.
Although it took Waniac a year and 
a half to finish this album, he is looking 
to release it sometime in February. 
Until the album is released and he sees 
its success, he will continue to go by
the motto of his life.
“Looking back, I just know
everything comes with faith. As long 
as you have faith, you can achieve
anything. Quitters never win because 
winners never quit,” says Waniac.









songstress is no 
newcomer to the 
entertainment 
field. She started 
singing in church 
and later
continued her gift 
by singing in 
commercials, 
plays, films, and 
television shows.
She received her 
first deal a couple 
years back with 
the label Yab 
Yum, where her 
first album, “Betta Listen,” went 
gold. She independently put out her 
second album, “Laurnea 2,” in 
Atlanta and JVC Company, a 
Japanese distribution company, 
distributed the album throughout 
Japan and Europe.
Laumea is now about to drop her 
third album, potentially titled “New 
Territory.” This third album 
illustrates the growth of Laumea as 
an artist and as a human being.
“ I am a longevity artist. I usually 













such as DJ 
K i m i d , 
Omar, Ali 
S h a h e e d 
(formerly 
with the hip
hop group Tribe Called Quest), 
Craig Love, and Dwayne Wiggins 
(formerly with the group Tony Toni 
Tone) for her third album. “New 
Territory” has three House tunes and 
a mixture of Acoustic, Hip Hop, and 
R&B songs.
Although it took a year and some 
months to finish the album, Laumea 
is currently negotiating a deal with 
Virgin records to distribute this 
album, however the JVC Company 
will again distribute the album in 
Europe.
By producing everything out of her 
home, it cost Laumea nothing to 
make this album. Samples of the 
album and more information about 
Laumea can be found on her website 
www.EraSound# 1 .com.
“This album is a turning point for 
me. I have learned a lot and I am ready 
to express more,” she says.
Blacklight
The Blacklight Family is a 
compilation of talented artists and 
producers that are trying to make a 
fresh start within the music industry. 
The Blacklight Family is also a 
marketing, event planning, and 
entertainment company.
A majority of the company’s 
members graduated from Morehouse 
College. Many might recognize its 
members: Mario Singleton, Dwan 
Johnson, Vaushaun Brooks, Johnathan 
Bagby, Jordan Malray, Curt Agard, 
Jarvis Williams and Kirk Reinhold.
The first album, titled “The 
Monopoly,” dropped on October 23, 
2001, the first day of Spelman/ 
Morehouse Homecoming. This album 
describes the groups dedication to 
making it in the music industry.
“This isn’t a game. We are definitely 
serious about this,” says Dwan 
Johnson, better known as “Gravity.”
The songs on this album represent 
the regional diversity within the group. 
Many of the songs also describe the 
group's personal feelings toward the 
different politics of our society and 
personal life issues.
Vaushaun “The Maestro” Brooks 
produced 19 of the 20 songs on the 
album along with Johnathan Bagby.
“It was a little tedious. I had to 
incorporate many styles on the album 
in order to give it a large variety. There 
are many up-tempo and slow songs 
on the album,” he says.
The Blacklight Family started 
production of the album last summer 
and finally finished this past October. 
With the cost of making the album 
$5,000.00, they need to sell 500copies 
to break even. The group is currently 
distributing the album independently. 
They plan on promoting the album by 
utilizing different contacts in major 
cities, putting out fliers, and 
performing locally in Atlanta and 
surrounding areas.
If you would like to support your 
fellow Morehouse brothers by buying
their CD, you can e-mail the company 
at TheLight3000@aol.com or call 
404) 372-2732.
Divinity
“Divinity” is another gifted 
newcomer to the music industry. 
Divinity, formerly a member of the Hip 
Hop group Datbu, is now working on 
a solo project.
Divinity decided to go solo for 
several reasons, one of them is her 
proficiency in different instruments, 
such as the bass and the guitar. Her 
work with Datbu was mostly 
underground Hip Hop and now she 
feels that she is ready for commercial 
and mainstream music. The music that 
she has developed has a rock twist to 
it.
“The energy of rock music just 
started speaking to me all of a sudden.
Its high energy and I am really high 
energy. I just felt that the element of 
rock matched my intensity and I just 
went in that direction,” she says.
Her new album, “The Duchess of 
Decatur,” describes some of the 
experiences she has had while living
in Decatur. It is a way for her to vent 
and release all of her frustrations. The 
album is something the public will not 
expect because it has many rappers 
rhyming over rock beats.
Divinity produced many of the songs 
along with Jermaine Ran, Lil John and 
John Hopkins. It took her three months 
to make the album and she is now 
shopping it to different labels. So far 
she has received some great responses 
especially from the west coast record 
labels. She is not releasing the album 
until a record label picks it up. Until 
she signs with a label, she won't give 
up on the advice her mother has given 
her: “You got to keep pushing. You 
can’t give up. My mom has always 
told me to never give up.”
Jim Crow
Jim Crow is another group of 
talented rappers amongst Atlanta’s 
circle of entertainers. The members of 
Jim Crow are Polow, Mr. Mo and 
Cutty Cartel, started off as three 
different solo artists.
The members did a song leisurely 
one day, titled “They love it, They want 
it” and the chemistry turned out great. 
From that particular song, they became 
Jim Crow.
Once a part of The Attic Crew, the 
members of the group were friends 
with the same goal. They decided to 
start their own crew because of then- 
identical focus and the loyalty of then- 
friendship. They chose the name Jim 
Crow because it represents their 
southern heritage.
“Jim Crow was definitely a 
segregation law originally. It represents 
the south and part of its heritage. We 
feel like, coming from the south, we 
have to try twice as hard. All odds are 
against us. No matter how hard we try 
or how dope our music is, we 
will always be looked at as a 
group from Atlanta, but, in 
that same sense, our music is 
different. The music we do, 
compared to everybody else, 
will always stand out because 
we are different,” says Polow.
Jim Crow dropped then- 
sophomore album, titled 
"Right Quick,” this past 
September. Due to “bad 
business” dealings with Epic 
records, they started their 
own label titled Scarecrow 
music. Their sophomore 
album is put out under then- 
label, Scarecrow music, and 
O.R.C.A. records.
Their first album, “Crow’s 
Nest” which was distributed 
under Epic records, gained 
Jim Crow major recognition 
and status within the music 
industry. “Right Quick” 
describes the future, fast 
moves that they will make in 
the music industry.
The producers on this upbeat album 
were Jazzy Pha, David Banner, Rob 
McDow from the Black Market 
Entertainment, and PA.
It took Jim Crow 2 months and 
$80,000 to complete the album. They
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have already sold 10,000 records, 
which helped them break even.
“We have visualized a lot of success 
for this album actually. A lot of major 
labels have been 
trying to pick it up.
Next week, we are 
going out of town to 
solidify a deal. We 
are getting play on 
major radio stations 
and major clubs, so 
we are very happy, 
especially because it 
was done
independently and 
hands on. I consider 
it to be very 
successful. We do 
music, we don’t rap 
and we are ready to 
roll. The world is 
about to see,” says 
Polow.
Young Bloodz
Young Bloodz, J.Bo and Sean Paul, 
other fellow members of the talented 
Attic Crew, will drop another 
successful album this spring.
The two have been friends since 
middle school and with the start of 
Young Bloodz, they have carried their 
childhood friendship into a business 
relationship.
“We were partners before it all went 
down. We went to middle school 
together. We had jobs everywhere 
together. We always loved music. One 
day at work, we decided we were 
going to be a group and that’s how 
Young Bloodz became. We prayed and
stayed down. We got a deal with 
Laface. But what inspired me 
personally was Sean Paul. He slang 
them fire raps and that made me shoot 
them thangs back at him,” says J. Bo
The group is currently working on 
their sophomore album, which they 
haven’t established a title for it yet The 
first album, “Against the Grain,” 
experienced great success, which it 
went gold. Young Bloodz want to give 
the public another successful product 
and do not want to rush this second
album.
The main producers on this new 
album are from the in house 
productions of the Attic Crew. Young
Bloodz beats are more “groovy” than 
the first album. Their first album cost 
$300,000 to make and this new album 
has already gone beyond that cost. 
They plan on just popping out their 
new album when everyone least 
expects it.
“This new album, we got some new 
things for our fans and once we put 
the album out, it’s just going to be like 
wham! So, go get that record because 
we ain’t playin. I love my fans, I love 
y’all,”says J.Bo.
Atlanta’s First Star: J.D.
Jermaine Dupri, another well- 
respected and talented producer/artist, 
has just dropped another hit maker on
us.
J.D., who is originally 
from Atlanta, grew up 
and surrounded himself 
around the music 
industry from day one. 
He was a dancer in the 
beginning, for major 
acts such as Cameo, 
Whodini and Herby 
Hancock. He was in 
many talent shows for 
his dance talent and 
always went to many 
music industry parties, 
which inspired him to 
become a rapper and 
producer.
Jermaine Dupri no 
longer has to surround 
himself around the 
industry, the industry is 
how surrounding 
around him. With the 
platinum success of his 
first album, “Life in 
1472”, Jermaine Dupri 
has definitely
established a name for
himself within the music industry.
His new album, “Instructions,” is 
even hotter. Taking him two months 
to complete, this album was produced 
by Jermaine Dupri,of course, Swiss 
Beats, and Neptunz. All the beats on 
the album are definitely club tracks. 
Yet, “Instructions” also reconnected 
J.D. with his southern roots.
“The tracks are more about me and 
my surrounding. This album is more 
southern than my last record. I got 
more connected with what’s going on,
basically, in Adanta more less than 
anywhere else with this album. 
Everything connected the way it 
should,” he says.
The title of this album, 
“Instructions”, illustrates 
Jermaine Dupri’s expertise on 
maintaining longevity in the 
music industry.
“The title “Instructions” is 
basically just letting people know 
that I feel like I have the 
instructions on how to maintain 
in the industry for such a long 
time, to be around here within all 
this craziness, to still be around is 
a big thing basically, especially 
the way the music industry 
changes every other week,” he 
says
J.D. spent $700,000 on this 
current album. Since the release
Movies to see over winter break
Qrescent Mason 
A & E Writer
Take a second and think 
about your very first date. 
Perhaps even








yes, the movies 
- the only 
place where 
you can take 2 
hours out of 







college, it is 
sometimes hard to find time to 
even keep up with premiere 
movies. Yet, more than likely 
when one goes home for that 
beautiful 23-day-long holiday 
break, she will need something 
to do. For this reason, I am 
recommending the following 
upcoming movies for your 
holiday viewing pleasure.
“The Wash”, which 
was already released at press 
time Nov. 14, stars Snoop, Dr. 
Dre, Eminem, and Cedric the 
Entertainer, is a comedy about 
two mismatched roommates 
(Snoop and Dre) who both work 
at a car wash to earn money. The 
real action takes place when 
their boss gets kidnapped and 
Eminem shows up.
On Nov. 21 the comedy 
“Black Knight” comes out. The 
movie stars Martin Lawrence as 
a carnival worker who gets 
knocked unconscious and is 
transported to medieval times. 
The family film is directed by 
Gil Junger, of “Ten Things I
date of October 30, 2001, he has not 
yet made the recouperating cost. 
Although the economy is in a 
recession, Jermaine Dupri is still 
optimistic about the growth of his 
record sales.
“I just hope people like the music 
because really as much as the economy 
is in a recession, people are still buying 
records, you still got people doing 
good. Everybody else in rap is still 
selling records. I hope my record is 
not one of the records it affects, even 
if it does, I think at the same time at 
the end of the day, this record, I am 
happy with. This is a record that I could 
go outside and just sit on the porch , 
and say this my album and feel 
comfortable about it, regardless, if it 
don’t sell or not. If it don’t sell the way 
I want it to sell, it’s because a lot of 
people haven’t heard it yet,” he says.
Hate About You” fame, and is 
said to. be surprisingly funny.
“Ocean’s Eleven” will 
be released Dec. 7. The movie 
is a remake of the 1960 movie 
that starred the infamous Rat
Pack: Frank Sinatra, Dean 
Martin, and Sammy Davis, Jr. 
The old movie was about a one 
night heist of five Las Vegas 
Casinos. The new version, 
directed by Steven Soderburgh, 
stars George Clooney, Brad Pitt, 
Matt Damon and Don Cheadle. 
Though there will be none of the 
original movie’s singing 
interludes and only three casino 
robberies, this movie proves not 
to be a heavy film which requires 
too much thinking; just enough 
to sit back and enjoy the film.
“Vanilla Sky” is a 
remake of a 1998 Spanish film 
named “Open Your Eyes.” 
Staring real-life lovers Penelope 
Cruz and Tom Cruise, the movie, 
which opens on Dec. 14, is about 
a playboy who finds his one true 
love.
On Dec. 19 “Lord of the 
Rings: The Fellowship of the 
Ring” will be released. The 
movie is the second part of three 
films in a series shot back to 
back. Based on the trilogy of
J.D. is currendy doing radio and t.v. 
interviews in various cities to promote 
the album. He has also completed the 
“Welcome to Atlanta” video with 
Ludacris, which will air in the next 
couple of days. Jermaine Dupri also 
wanted to especially thank the women 
of Spelman and the whole student 
body of the AUC for supporting his 
various projects as an artist and a 
producer.
“I just want to thank everybody for 
supporting So So Def with everything 
that I do, whether it be outside 
production or in house records from 
Jagged Edge to Da Brat to Usher to 
myself to everybody I work with. I just 
want to thank people, and that is what 
the title is basically about, the 
instructions on being able to know 
what to give people year after year,” 
he says.
J.R.R. Tolkien (writer of “The 
Hobbit”), “Lord of the Rings” 
stars Elijah Wood (“The Good 
Son”) and Liv Tyler as hobbits 
that are searching for a magical 
ring. This movie threatens to be
very long (the first cut was 3 and 
a half hours). Your holiday 
significant other will probably 
be feigning to see this fantasy 
film that transports one to the 
realm of monsters and wizards. 
Who knows, maybe you will be, 
too.
Also debuting on Dec. 
19 is “The Majestic,” Jim 
Carrey’s third serious movie. 
The family film, about a Jimmy 
Stewart (“A Wonderful Life”) 
type character is set in 1951. It 
tells the story of a screenwriter 
who gets blacklisted, loses his 
memory, ends up in a small 
town, and is mistaken for 
someone else. The director, 
Frank Darabont, also directed 
“The Shawshank Redemption” 
and “The Green Mile.”
“Ali,” the biopic about 
the infamous boxer Muhammad 
Ali for release on Christmas 
Day, Dec. 25. The movie, 
staring Will Smith (Ali) and 
Jamie Foxx, tells the story of the 
Please see Movies on pg. 19
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Fall TV season presents nothing new to eager audiences
Moya Bailey 
Staff Writer
“The Cosby Show” brought a 
truly positive image of a black 
family to television for the first 
time. Unfortunately, no show 
since, with the exception of “A 
Different World,” which was 
conceived from the 
same mind, has ever 
portrayed blacks in 
such a positive light.
While initially 
rejected by ABC and 
picked up tentatively 
by NBC, the first 
episode of "The 
Cosby Show” 
outdistanced every 
other show on 
television and its ten- 
season run and
successful spin off showed 
African-Americans as people who
Boston Public cast member
faced everyday issues while 
promoting racial equality.
When the Cosby dynasty fell, 
many shows tried to bring 
something to the plate with less 
authentic black input and a more 
corporate influence in the 
portrayal of blacks. Black 
characters and sitcoms have 
become more stereotypical with 
plots that offer 
little redeeming 
value other than 
a good laugh. 







black people as 
comedians, lazy 
and uneducated.
Now as networks struggle for 
the “black” demographic, a new
slew of black shows and black 
characters try for an audience this
The Bernie Mac Show Cast
fall.
Fox has an undecidedly positive 
line up of black characters and 
shows for the new fall season.
New shows include “The Bernie 
Mac Show” and “Undeclared,” the 
former having a 
predominately 
black cast and the 






McBeal” left an 




has a strong black 
cast and the 
teachers don't lend 
themselves to 
stereotypes 
because of the 
dramatic nature of the series.
UPN has more black shows any 
other network, but none are worth 
noting other than to point out an
example of the stereotypical fair 
portrayal on TV today. Some 
argue that these shows really do 
exemplify black life and culture. 
However they provide a myopic 
view of what is black and make 
sweeping generalizations about all 
black people.
The fall season, unfortunately, 
promises to bring nothing new in 
the area of positive, black sitcoms.
fflTOOMO fflTíNOffl JT SfflHCJ
Moya Bailey 
Staff Writer
“Antigone,” a Spelman Drama 
department production started 
out very poorly. The first lines 
were delivered awkwardly, and 
the emotions of the actresses 
were shallow and forced. I think 
this can be chalked up to on­
stage jitters because the crew 
redeemed themselves as the play 
continued.
The Theban citizens, played by 
Jamaica Perry, Akua Willis, and 
Ayana Meeks, did a great job of
annunciating difficult words, but 
their commentary seemed 
superfluous. They should be 
commended, if nothing else, for 
standing on stage for virtually an 
hour and a half.
King Creon, played by Brian
Henry, was the highlight of the 
show. His emotive powers were 
dead on. The audience surely 
hated him when we were supposed 
to and felt sorry for him when he 
tried to right his wrongs. The 
Guard, played by Adrian Allen, 
provided the necessary comic 
relief. His simple comments had
the audience laughing and 
relieving the built up dramatic 
tension that had built up. 
Antigone and Ismene, played by 
Eboni Witcher and Monica 
Chambers, respectively, displayed 
the strength of sibling love to the 
amusement of the King. The son 
of Creon, played by Rubani 
Trimiew, was another 
exceptionally personified 
character. His line delivery was 
among the best in
the play.




Reginald Conley and Kevin 
Peters, were also surprisingly 
comic characters. The wife was 
brought to life by the brief but 
powerful performance of Sherri 
Favors. And let us not forget the 
blind prophet, played by Ebenezer 
Quaye, whose words shook up the 
king and made him act.
This tragic tale came to life under 
the artful direction of Eric 
Thibodeaux-Thompson, who felt
this play had bearing on the 
country’s present situation.
“We live in a beautiful, yet 
unpredictable world just as 
Sophocles did over two thousand 
years ago,” says Thibeodeaux- 
Thompson.
Unfortunately many people 
missed this classic tale of tragedy, 
reproduced adequately by 
Spelman’s drama department.
«
Faith is at it again, and faithfully
Karon Chambliss 
Staff writer
Faith Evans is back with her 
third LP, titled “Faithfully.” 
Faith let it be known a long 
time ago that she was not 
trying to climb the fame 
ladder by holding onto her 
deceased husband’s,
Notorious B.I.G.’s
coattails. She possesses 
extraordinary talent all on 
her own. Faith is known for 
hits like “Soon As I Get 
Home,” “Used to Love 
Me,” and “Never Let Me 
Go.” Those who have truly 
felt Faith from the 
beginning, however, know 
that there is much more to 
her than a few hits. Faith 
Evans can definitely carry 
a tune, and listeners can 
feel her soul in every note.
All summer, we have been 
hearing her duet with Carl 
Thomas, “I Can’t Believe.” So 
it is no surprise that the next 
single, “You Gets No Love” 
has been dominating the 
airwaves and the charts. If
you think those singles are 
hot...hold on. There is much 
more where that came from. 
Faithfully is packed with 14 
tracks that are sure to make
you dance, smile, think, or 
even cry, if needed.
Faith Evans starts it off with 
“Alone In This World”, which 
samples her late great ex- 
husband’s track, “Who Shot 
Ya’?” She then hits us with 
another club banger, the
yours
N e p t u n e s 
produced track 
“Burnin’ Up.” 
Faith then slows 
it down with the 
heartfelt tune, “I 
Love You,” and 
also hits close to 
home for those 
who know the 
feeling of having 
an incarcerated 
loved one with 
“Do Your Time.”
Faith Evans has 
a hit album on her 
hands. 
“Faithfully” 
follows in the 
footsteps of her 
previous albums, 
“Faith” and 
“Keep the Faith.” 
Faith Evans has 
proved that once 
again, she will 
never let her fans 
down but will 




$1,800 Per Month Salary 
Books and Fees
Leadership Training
How are you paying for college? 
What are your career plans? As 
a Coast Guard Officer you will 
learn, grow and serve. 
Everyday in the Coast Guard 
you’ll use your special training to 
enforce the law, protect property 





• Sophomores and Juniors in 4-year degree programs 
at an HBCU, HACU or other approved institution.
» Maintain minimum 2.5 GPA.
• 66 between 21 and 26 years old at the time of graduation.
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Health Services: What’s Really Going On?
Sharissa Harrison 
Health Writer
Many Spelman students have 
various concerns about the 
treatment that they receive 
from Spelman’s Office of 
Student Health Services.
“ I have never been to Health 
Services because I have heard 
only bad things about it,” says 
Mada Wilburn, a sophomore 
psychology major.
Several students complain 
about the treatment they 
received from Health Services. 
Lola Jenkins, a sophomore 
Political Science major’s, 
prescription was not sent to the 
pharmacy in time to cure her 
ear infection. The infection 
became so bad that she ended 
up spending an evening in the 
emergency room of Grady
Memorial Hospital.
“I was very disappointed,” 
Lola, says. “The doctor at 
Grady said that I could’ve lost 
my hearing in my left ear if I 
had not come in when I did. I 
don’t think I will ever go back 
to Health Services again.”
Brenda Dalton, Director of 
Health Services says that the 
case was not directly their 
fault, but also involved the 
Registrar’s office. Lists of all 
enrolled students are supposed 
to be sent to Health Services 
at the start of the school year 
by the Registrar’s office. Yet, 
the lists were delayed and 
Health Services did not have 
insurance information for 
incoming students.
The insurance company did 
however spend an entire 
weekend incorporating the 
students into the plan.
Students also have problems 
with the insurance plan: they 
do not understand how it 
works. The plan is secondary 
to the insurance provided by 
parents or personal income, 
and primary to those without 
insurance. A student should 
check with Health Services to 
find out whether or not the 
plan covers certain visits.
In some cases, students with 
extreme illness or those that 
require special treatment are 
referred to outside physicians. 
Health Services is not 
equipped to handle surgery or 
x-rays. If you are referred to 
an outside health care provider 
and billed, bring your 
statement to Health Services 
so they can make arrangements 
to have it covered by your 
insurance plan.
Not all students, however,
have complaints about Health 
Services.
“I’ve always had good 
experiences when I visit 
Health Services. They are very 
informative with all my 
questions,” says Renee 
Burwell a sophomore 
psychology major says.
Spelman’s Health Services 
say that they try to function as 
efficiently as possible, given 
the amount of people they see 
on a day-to-day basis.
“More staff. We are 
recruiting nurses from a pool 
of a nationwide shortage,” says 
Dalton
If you have additional 
questions about the insurance 
plan visit:
www.studentinsurance.com.




Akanbi says that she wants 
the Spelman Athletic 
department to remember her 
as a hard worker.
As a starting member of 
both the soccer and basketball 
teams, Akanbi may very well 
be remembered this way. On 
the basketball court she shows 
true leadership ability, 
patience, dedication, and the 
diligence to get things done.
“She is very patient... I did 
not play high school 
basketball, so when I started 
playing organized basketball, 
I was really confused. She 
would always explain why 
everything works the way it 
does,” says fellow teammate 
Valerie Lawrence.
The willingness to help 
teammates on court is an 
important attribute that makes 
Folashade a team player. As 
the point guard for the 
Spelman Jaguar basketball 
team, Akanbi’s most 
important role is commanding 
the floor.
“I want to be recognized as 
one of the only true point 
guards. I don’t mean that to 
be conceited, but I’ve been 
playing point guard for nine 
years— the whole time I’ve 
been playing basketball,” says 
Akanbi.
The authority that comes 
from the point guard position 
is essential in formulating the 
right plays and getting the ball 
into the hands of the right 
player.
“Because I am the point
guard, I have the most 
control over the ball. So, on 
court my teammates 
naturally look for me to 
take the lead,” says Akanbi, 
acknowledging her
important role.
To be the 







strives to be the 
best point 
guard she can 
possibly be.
Her focus and 
determination 
stem from her 
love of the 
game.
“I really enjoy playing 
basketball in college. I’ve 
always enjoyed playing 
basketball, and to be 
playing while at Spelman 
makes me feel good. I know 
that I go to a well 
established institution, but 
then I can also play sports 
here,” says Akanbi.
When asked about her 
predictions for this year’s 
basketball season, Akanbi 
displayed optimism.
“I feel really good about 
our season this year—more 
so than last year, even 
though last year we lost 
some really good players. I 
feel like with the talent 
coming up and the returning 
players have gained a year 
of experience. So we 
should carry that through 
the season,” she says.
With players as reliable
and talented as Folashade 
Akanbi, this season should 
turn out to be a real success.
Spelman’s soccer, 
basketball, and tennis teams 
have all been changed by 
the presence of Valerie 
Lawrence.
As a starting member of 
all three teams, Lawrence is 
following closely in the 
footsteps of good friend 
Fatima Gaskin. The well- 
rounded Spelmanite holds a 
demanding chemistry 
major, yet despite academic 
demands, Lawrence still 
finds time to finely tune her 
game. She is always in 
perpetual motion on the 
soccer field, basketball 
court, or tennis court. 
Lawrence’s success in 
basketball is surprising 
because she never played 
organized basketball before 
she entered Spelman’s 
gates.
“I’ve always been good at
sports, and I like the 
atmosphere of a team,” says 
Lawrence.
As a teammate, Lawrence 
provides comic relief.
“I’ve been told that I am the 
clown of the group. I don’t 
like to see people upset, so 
I try to cheer everyone up 
whenever I can,” she says.
“Valerie is very 
encouraging; she always 
has something good to say 
about everybody in any 
given situation,” says 
teammate Folashade
Akanbi.
Despite all of the 
potential leadership ability 
that Lawrence possess she 
does not see herself as a 
leader at all.
“I don't think I’m a 
leader. I’m not the one 
whose gonna go out on-court 
and be like, ‘Hey guys, let’s do 
this’ or whatever. That’s not 
me. I’m usually the one 
cracking jokes about the
leader,” she says jokingly. 
Lawrence sees the potential
within her teammates to make 
this season a winning one. She 
describes the team as small but 
quick.
“We have a lot of new talent. 
We’re still small, but we have 
a lot of talent and a lot of 
quickness. We’re going to be 
really strong this year,” says 
Lawrence.
Like all Spelmanites, 
Lawrence wishes to leave a 
remarkable legacy.
“I want to be on the wall in 
Upper Manley, not as an 
athlete but as the richest black 
female in the world,” she 
exclaimed.
She’s already equipped with
the astounding mind, 
determination, and good 
attitude necessary accomplish 
this great charge.
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Ovarian Cancer: It can effect you too
Teresa Smith 
Health Writer
The African American 
community constantly 
discusses HIV, Aids, and
S.T.D’s, yet there is a lack of 
dialogue on Ovarian Cancer. 
Few Spelman women know 
about the disease, its 
symptoms and treatments. 
According to the statistics 
published by the Georgia 
Ovarian Cancer Alliance 
(GOCA), “1 in 55 women have 
Ovarian Cancer as compared 
to lin 8 women having breast 
cancer.”
Also reported is that for a 
five-year survival rate in all 
stages of the disease, there is 
only a 50% chance of 
surviving Ovarian Cancer, 
whereas there is an 85% 
chance of surviving Breast 
Cancer. Yet, if the disease is 
discovered in the early stages 
while the cancer is localized, 
African American women 
patients have an 89% and 
other women a 95% survival 
rate.
Ovarian Cancer originates in 
a woman’s ovaries. Cancer 
that eventually spreads to the 
ovaries from another part of 
the body is not Ovarian 
Cancer. Also, non-cancerous 
cysts can develop on the 
ovaries. These cysts develop 
as out growths around the 
epithelium of the ovaries, and 
appear as fluid-filled sacs. 
Benign cysts usually go away 
own their own; in fact, most 
women are usually unaware 
that they have them. Yet, when 
these cysts become cancerous 
or abnormally functioning 
cells, women are at risk for the 
disease.
Like many diseases, 
Ovarian Cancer strikes females 
with varied backgrounds and 
health habits. Dr. Victoria 
Durant-Gonzalez, Director of 
the Spelman Community 
Service Office, was diagnosed 
with the disease on April 12, 
1999. Gonzalez was shocked at 
her diagnosis, because she 
considers herself in good 
health.
“I walk every morning, eat 
right, and receive my annual
check-ups. The symptoms are not 
clear, and can easily be attributed 
to something else,” says Gonzalez. 
Jennifer Grimes, senior, watched 
her grandmother as she was 
diagnosed with the disease.
“She went in for her 
regular exam, and by that time it 
was already bad,” says Grimes 
whose grandmother died in 
February from the disease.
Although Grimes says 
that Ovarian Cancer was not the 
only cause of her grandmother’s 
death, it did contribute to her 
losing strength.
Some of the symptoms of 
the disease include: fatigue, 
bloating or cramping in the 
stomach, vomiting, unexplained 
bleeding, or change in bowel 
movement; all of which can be 
associated with ailments of lesser 
magnitude.
Three main diagnostic tests can be 
used to check for Ovarian Cancer: 
Vaginal-rectal pelvic exam, 
Transvaginal ultrasound, and the 
CA-125 blood test.
GOCA reports: “Because of the 
margin of error associated with 
each of the tests, they are most 
effective when used in
combination with each 
other.”
Women are checked for 
Breast and Cervix Cancer 
during regular exams, but 
they are not checked for 
Ovarian Cancer. Because 
testing for the disease is 
not a regular procedure 
during monthly exams and 
many are uneducated 
about the disease, it 
usually goes undetected 
until it has reached stage 
three. Therefore, it is 
imperative that women 
request to be checked for 
Ovarian Cancer and 
become educated about the 
disease and other 
reproductive cancers. 
“Doctors are not always 
responsive to inquiry. I 
want young women to get 
to know their body,” says 
Gonzalez.
“In order to let people 
know about the cancers 
that are not commonly 
known, let them hear the 
risk factors and the impact 
that it has on our
community,” says Crystal 
Pirtle.
“There is information out 
there, people are just not 
aggressively looking for it, 
says Grimes.
In addition. Dr. Gonzalez 
desires to see legislation pass 
for insurance companies to 
support vaginal-rectal pelvic 
exams, transvaginal
ultrasounds, and CA-125 
blood tests. Although passed 
in Georgia, it has not been 
passed in other states.
For more information about 
Ovarian Cancer and other 
diseases speak with your 
doctor or visit the Georgia 
Ovarian Cancer Alliance 
“www.gaovariancancer.org. 
What You Need to Know 
About...Ovarian Cancer by 
NCI, Everyone’s Guide to 
Cancer Therapy: How 
Cancer Is
Diagnosed, Treated and 
Managed Day to Day by 
Malin Dollinger, M.D., 
Ernest H. Rosenbaum, M.D., 
Greg Cable
Terrorism: What do we have to fear?
Morgan Johnson 
Health Writer
It is rare to turn on the news 
and not hear the words 
Anthrax, or Bioterrorism.
With new cases and 
probable leads, the news 
makes sure to cover every 
angle of every story. The 
question is, what is more 
deadly: the threat of getting 
bacteria, that if treated with 
antibiotics will disappear, or 
living in fear.
A majority of people are 
still in shock about the recent 
terrorist attacks. In less than 
ten minutes, the world as we 
knew it, changed forever. 
This attack caused emotional 
stress on a level many of us 
have never experienced 
before.
According to the American 
Red Cross, there was no way 
to prepare ourselves mentally 
for this kind of disaster. None 
of us expected a disaster 
involving this many human 
lives to occur. Furthermore, 
the coverage of the attack 
makes us all feel like 
“victims” because we become 
so concerned.
E-mails warning of future 
attacks and the threat of 
Bioterrorism on the news 
constantly feeds our fear. If 
you find yourself unusually 
sad, angry, fearful, guilty for 
your own well being, unable 
to sleep, unable to
concentrate, feeling helpless, 
wanting to be alone, or moody, 
you are not alone. These 
feelings are normal and will 
subside in time according to 
the American Red Cross.






startle you more easily or you 
have stomachaches,
headaches, increased allergies, 
rashes or cold and flu-like 
symptoms, you may have 
anxiety about the recent 
events. Although these 
symptoms might seem severe 
to some of us, tragedy affects 
everyone differently.
How can we help ourselves 
and others move on from the 
attacks?
The Red Cross suggests that 
we for one stop watching the 
news. Not altogether, but 
repeatedly seeing coverage of 
the event can increase feelings
of stress. We should also talk about 
our feelings and ask for help if 
needed. Returning to our daily 
routines and volunteering is also 
beneficial.
The goal of terrorists is to
terrorize us. If we let them make us 
afraid, they have accomplished their 
goal. Bacteria and chemicals are not 
only detrimental to our health, fear 
is also.
For more information 
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Our Whole School for Christ ?
About a month ago there were some interesting fliers put up around the campus. They were very plain, just black letters on white paper, and the author (s) were 
unidentified. One said "Our Whole School for Christ. Have You Forgotten/” and the other said, "Smile. Jesus Loves You, Protected Under 'Our Whole School for 
Christ"'. The ideas didn't bother me because 1 know and accept the school’s motto and respect it as a part of Spelman's many great traditions. However, what did bother 
me was the feeling that these particular fliers and the message they were meant to convey were in response to something and being one of Spelman’s Muslim students. I 
felt that they were even a little exclusionary.
As I was thinking about this idea, and wondering w hy and who took the time to put up the fliers, I remembered an article that I at least, but probably others of you as 
well, read in the ADW reader, fall semester 1998, by Audre Lourde titled, "Age. Race, Class, and Sex: Women Redefining Difference". In the article she discussed the 
idea of the “mythical norm" which she states "...each one of us within our hearts knows ‘that is not me.' In America, this norm is usually defined as white, thin, male, 
young, heterosexual. Christian, and financially secure."
I remembered the idea because I felt that it was very true and I had to admit that this "mythical norm" or better, my exclusion from that idea was probably the reason 
Spelman was my first choice for college. However, looking back on those ideas. 1 have to ask myself a question: "Does Spelman create its own mythical norm? Is there 
a "mythical Spelmanite" w ho is seen as someone who is young, Christian, middle to upper class, slim with long, permed hair?"
Is there an idea of who the Spelman woman is or should be. that few, if any one on campus feel describes them, or is attainable for them? And if so who creates that 
idea?
Whoever put up those fliers may never have thought of any of these ideas. Even still, those fliers triggered questions in my mind, which 1 felt obliged to share. 1 love 
Spelman with all my heart and have never regretted my choice to come to this school. I don't think 1 could have received the education, that I am receiving here anywhere 
else in the world and I am grateful. However. I urge all of my Spelman sisters to do nothing more than what I feel we are trained to do, which is open our eyes, minds, 
and hearts to the ideas that exist around us, and in doing so. try to find ways that we can both fit and change, for the better, of all humanity.
Aliyyah Salam
Market Friday: Is it really a Spelman Event?
Hafeeza Rashed 
OpEd Writer
Market Friday: it is an offensive 
event.
The idea is nice; following a 
long week of academic stress, 
Friday afternoons on Spelman’s 
campus offer some much needed 
campus life. On Fridays, 
Spelman’s austere Public Safety 
reluctantly opens the gates to our 
male counterparts, and everyone 
comes together for fun.
Unfortunately, Market Friday 
is not the relaxed atmosphere it 
strives to provide. Because of 
swelling sexual tension and 
sexually offensive music, Market 
Friday is an example of the ways 
in which Spelman College 
condones misogyny. At the end 
of every school week, music, 
demeaning to all women, blares 
ironically from an all-women’s 
campus.
Because this weekly event 
takes place on campus, we should 
have control over the event and its 
activities. Although Market Friday 
is situated on Spelman’s campus, 
the event seems more of a 
Morehouse creation because of its 
lack of female participation and 
control (Can we have a female DJ 
at least once?). It is our
participation in offensive activities 
and mediums that sustain and 
perpetuate sexism and our 
apathetic actions that allow the 
music played during Market 
Friday to insult our minds.
I must admit—it is difficult not 
to be overwhelmed by the flurry 
of activity. The Greek clubs 
weekly showcase their pride; the
Although Market 
Friday is situated on 
Spelman ’s campus, 
the event seems more 
of a Morehouse 
creation.
contagious line dancing and 
reunion of past acquaintances all 
serve to dull our senses. I find 
myself becoming caught up in the 
whirl of activity—until I realize a 
whole crowd of young Black men 
literally pushing young women 
after hearing the song “F* @k dem 
other n-ggas I ‘cause I die for my 
n-ggas.” It is disturbing to see a 
rather calm crowd become wild
suddenly upon hearing a song that 
so liberally uses an offensive term. 
I am uncomfortably yanked out of 
a trance upon hearing “Ah-ah 
chicken head” and witnessing my 
Spelman sisters dance as fervently 
to the music as their brothers.
There are times when the 
atmosphere is too uncomfortable 
even for Spelman. 
The music has gone 
too far, and the male 
pretentiousness is too 
much. But Spelman 
students remain silent.
I, too, have felt that 
it was not within my 
place to criticize the 
DJ or admonish a 
group for sexist 
actions. But such 
assumptions are 
wrong. This is 
Spelman College— 
our college. It must 
be an unspoken 
agreement that when anyone enters 
Spelman, inappropriate actions 
and words will be left outside the 
gates.
As a campus of Black women, 
it is necessary that pervasive 
misogynistic culture be expelled 
from our campus. Spelman and 
Market Friday should act as a safe 
haven from sexism within the 
community instead of harboring it.
The SGA would like 
to thank everyone 
who helped make 
Homecoming 2001 a 




The Road Less Traveled
Everyday I am asked, why did you choose not to go into your field? Next question, do you realize how much money you could be making? My 
response: “Do you realize how many lives I am impacting and how much money they can make"?
1 have always been the type of person who looked out for the well being of others. 1 think of it as making a way for my children's children (since 
right now my students are my children). The day I Cornelia Huff, graduated from Spelman College with a degree in Computer Science in May 2000 
was what I thought the happiest day in my life. However, 1 now think that May 2001 was the happiest time in my life. Don't get me wrong, graduation 
was a very memorable and happy time, yet it was in May 2001 that my 5lh grade students, who often could not read and had very low self-esteem, left 
my class not only reading, but believing that they could do anything they put their minds to.
I wanted to make a change, and that's why I joined Teach For America, an organization that places recent college graduates in teaching positions to 
ensure that all students have an equal chance in life. 1 encourage anyone who is interested in taking “the road less traveled" to visit the website at 
www.teachforamerica.org.
Cornelia Huff
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Ladies, here is a Morehouse brother’s view of the women inside “the Gates.”
individual who walks aroundWill Thomas 
Staff Writer
Spelman College: A four- 
year. historically black liberal 
arts school geared to nurture 
a healthy, whole woman 
whose presence influences the 
world. However, some, 
during their matriculation (I 
love that word) are not as 
healthy and whole woman, as 
the college would like to 
think. Now Spelman does 
encompass a very diverse 
student body, with students 
coming from all over the 
country as well as the world. 
So typically you would find a 
variety of different types of
women. Well, I have in a 
sense “broken down” the 
Spelman woman in four 
different types. Now not all 
are negative, and not all are 
positive, but this analysis is 
strictly based upon my 
observations during the past 
year and a half.
Whitley-type: The Black 
Bourgeoisie
Now you ladies don't 
get offended, because you 
know that they exist: The 
Whitley-type (referring to 
the Whitley Gilbert 
character from “A Different 
World”). I must admit, 
even though this is the 
stereotype of Spelman 
women among other 
institutions in the AUC, it 
does not pertain to all 
behind the Pearly Gates. 
Don’t get me wrong they 
exist, and in full affect, but I 
wouldn’t go as far as to 
categorize all Spelmanites as 
stuck up.
The Whitley type is that 
classmate of yours that is a 
self-absorbed, snooty
your campus with aristocratic 
airs. The one who is in 
constant dialogue with others 
about how her school, her 
ways, and her materialistic 
expectations are far more 
superior then any others. She 
walks around making herself 
feel good, by condemning 
others. You know her; she 
always has something to say 
about someone's outfit, car, or 
opinion.
She has standards that 
many cant meet and usually 
fits W.E.B. DuBois Talented 
Ten model. The criteria for 
the Talented Tenth: You’re 
upper crust. You’re lighter, the 
lighter you are, the more 
privilege. Pedigree 
counted; whom your 
parents or grandparents 
were. This type, in 
absolutely no way feels 
she is lacking anything. 
This rich and pampered 
Spelmanite (who 99.9% 
of the time is down right 
sexy) is vain, selfish, 
demanding, and so 
confident that she feels 
superior to everyone. 
Don’t you love them! 
These wonderful ladies 
are the ones who tarnish 
what a Spelmanite 
represents', and is the 
foundation of many 
stereotypes.
Jane Toussaint-type: A 
Little Girl, In The Real
World
If you have continued to 
read this article, that means 
you either agree with what I 
have said, and can relate, or 
you are utterly offended, and 
you want to hear what this 
“senseless, close-minded, and
probably hideous-looking” 
man of Morehouse has to say 
next, so you can blast him with 
a letter to the editor. 
Regardless, thank you for 
continuing.
The Jane Toussaint-type 
(referring to Tisha Campbell’s 
role in “School Daze”) is your 
sister who you hear in the café, 
talking about how she is the 
bomb because the guy she went 
out with drove 2001 
Expedition. These intelligent 
but vapid ladies, or should I 
say “little girls” are 
dimensionless sisters
infatuated with the interaction 
with men. They base their 
interaction with men on what 
they wear, what they drive, on 
campus or off, and whether or 
not his ice bling-blings bright 
enough to blind them.
These ladies I cant help but 
to find amusing. Now come 
on, you talk about them too. 
Especially when they get all 
dressed up to go out to eat . . . 
to Stegalls, and then take two 
to three hours to get back to the 
gates. Majority of the time 
they migrate in packs usually 
based upon state or dorm. 
They are simple-minded, yet 
intelligent females who yearn 
for attention. They don’t make 
men work for it; in a blink of 
an eye, they are there when 
they hear the words, “Let me 
holla atcha Shawty.”
The Hotep-type: Focused On 
Liberation
This next type of 
Spelman woman is one that no 
character in television or 
movies can embody, the 
“Hotep, hair is naturally kept, 
our people are oppressed, I 
never settle for less, fuck the 
American Dream, I symbolize 
that black, red, and green, I am 
a black and beautiful, Nubian 
queen” type. I have the up 
most respect for these women, 
because they are willing to die 
for what they believe in.
These queens are the 
ones who most of the time 
knows more about her history 
then the African-American 
studies teacher. They are the 
one who make you think twice 
in class when they give their 
explanation of the situation 
using references to the 
African-American struggle for 
liberation. Social change is 
her middle name, and any time
Not all are
things are getting tough, she 
will be the first one to state that 






from, “the man,” 





the message of 
peace, struggle, 
and the fight for 
freedom.
I feel 





comes in so many 
different forms,
walking around with 
dreadlocks or afros; some look 
like the most innocent little 
girls in the world, however in 
a split second they turn into a 
protesting, poetry writing, 
African queen of justice. They 
stimulate a man’s mind, and 
allow him to travel to places 
that he’s only read about. Her 
articulation of the struggle is so 
powerful, and so profound, that 
you can’t help but to respect 
her for who she is, and what she 
stands for.
Nina Mosley-type: Sexy, 
Smart & Strong-willed
Ahhhhh. That is all I 
can say when I think of the 
Nina Mosley-type(referring to 
Nia Long's character in “love 
jones”) that Spelman College 
has. To me at least, these are 
women you make your wife. 
They don't take *@#% from 
anybody, but they know how 
and when to be soft toward 
their counter-part. They know 
what they want out of life, they 
get what they want out of life, 
and they let nothing stop them 
from reaching their goals.
These goddesses 
complete a man in the purest 
sense. They are strong 
independent women, who 
acknowledge that they can’t do 
everything by themselves. 
They represent what God 
intended Eve to be to Adam: An 
equal partner for the good of 
all. The Nina Mosley-type is 
the type that would have out
smarted the serpent in the 
Book of Genesis, and would 
have made “Paradise Lost,”
into “Paradise Found.” 
Through her, a man finds 
paradise; he finds himself an 
indescribable dream setting 
that can only be produced 
through her eyes. She 
sometimes possesses traits 
from the mentioned character 
above. She has the 
prominence and immanence 
of a “Whiltey-type,” she 
coordinates her dress like the 
“Jane Toussaint-type,” and 
she has the knowledge and an 
understanding of the world 
like the “Hotep-type.”
Some women come 
to Spelman as “Jane 
Toussaint-types,” and when 
they leave, they become this 
“Hotep-type,” ready to take 
on the world. Others come as 
a focused and determined 
“Nina Mosley-type,” and 
leave Spelman with their 
heads up in the air like the 
“Whitley-type.” Regardless, 
Spelman College has become 
a rich soil for many students 
who look to grow mentally, 
spiritually, and academically. 
Some grow into beautiful 
roses, and others into weeds. 
However, those who grow 
into weeds should have never 
planted themselves behind 
those gates to begin with, 
because Spelman is not just 
a college. Spelman is a 
Garden of Eden that expects 
their flowers to grow, and 
through that growth, make an 
impact on the world.
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He Likes Men ... So What?
Hafeeza Rashed 
Staff Writer
In October, I attended 
Afrekete’s sponsored “What is 
Homophobia?” Excited at the 
prospect of finally candidly 
discussing a culture of fear and 
loathing intensely protected by 
students and administration alike, I 
became disappointed at some points 
in the discussion. Rather than 
confront homophobia—a passion 
that excludes and divides our 
community—questions and
comments sought to explore, “What 
is Homosexuality?” What causes it? 
How does it begin? Can it change?
Although panelists first 
politely, then more bluntly reiterated 
the forum was about the fear of 
homosexuals, not their motivations 
or desires, personal questions 
continued to be asked. Audience 
members would not have their 
curiosity deferred. Reluctantly, they 
were answered. The problem with 
individualized and personal questions 
is that it preoccupies and distracts the 
greater problem: Homophobia.
In addition to asking 
irrelevant questions, audience
members continuously prefaced 
their comments with, “As a straight 
person, I feel that homosexuality is 
wrong because...” Again, they are 
missing the point. While the forum 
was about homophobia, eveiy self- 
identified person felt compelled to 
differentiate between straight and 
gay. Because people felt this need, 
it is obvious homophobia goes far 
deeper than gay-bashing or physical 
punishment; it is evident even in the 
desire to separate yourself from 
classification with gays.
Rather than spend our 
time negotiating a realm that 
ultimately no one can ever 
understand without experience, let 
us concentrate on a society—a 
culture—that permits and even 
endorses wielding harm and 
humiliation towards people. Why 
be outraged by the prerogative of 
others? It exerts unneeded energy 
and frankly, it accomplishes nothing.
Instead, be outraged by a 
community that applauds the 
vilification of our fellows. With 
powerful forces like student 
publications, religious
interpretations, and southern 
conservatism guiding homophobia, 
realizing homophobia is an
egregious reaction to homosexuality 
is a daunting task. Homophobia is 
not new; the same fear and hatred that 
drive it also lay claim to racism, 
sexism, and classism. Homophobia 
is simply a new name for an old 
phenomenon.
Throughout the forum, 
there was a constant reiteration that 
understanding eradicates fear. I 
disagree. While genuine 
understanding can better eliminate 
fear and loathing, it is not a necessary 
precursor to abolishing any phobia. 
It is not necessary for white people 
to understand black culture, history, 
or people; it is, however, necessary 
for white people to recognize that 
humiliation and subordination is 
wrong. If, as people of color, we 
waited until everybody understood 
our right to simply be, the gains made 
today would have yet been 
accomplished.
Your opinions concerning 
homosexuality are irrelevant. The 
important issue is that homophobia 
is wrong. Understanding 
homosexuality will not erase 
homophobia. Realizing that to 
oppress anyone is to oppress 
everyone, however, will.
• • •
Rashida Rafat Rawls 
Executive Production 
Editor
It’s amazing to see that after new 
management, a new look, a new 
staff, and even after implementing 
suggestions taken from a student 
body survey, the hating continues. 
It’s not enough to be ridiculed and 
criticized by our peers, but some 
people have taken it a step further, 
asking how we could publish such 
“crap” (of course I had to 
paraphrase)!
Are you serious? Who are you 
to criticize the hard work of many 
aspiring journalists, graphic artists, 
and editors? No one seems to take 
into consideration that unlike our 
brothers on the Maroon Tiger’s 
staff, we the staff of The Spotlight, 
do not get paid, still do not have an 
advisor, and will probably NEVER 
get any proper equipment to run a 
successful newsroom. We have 
begged and pleaded with our 
administration, but all we get is 
hollow promises that are never 
kept.
Now what? All we are left to do 
is strive to produce the best paper
• • •
we can under the conditions with 
which we are FORCED to deal. 
And what are you doing about the 
situation anyway? Yes, you are a 
hater. You talk about how wack 
your school newspaper is, and 
then turn around and run to write 
for another AUC publication. 
Hmm... You say that our style of 
writing isn’t journalistically 
sound, but have you ever had a 
journalism class?
Please stop hating, and start 
helping. Help the newspaper and 
become a part of Spelman history, 
so that when your children come 
to visit Spelman’s Archives they 
can proudly say, “My mommy 
wrote this.”
Submit a piece of art; write an 
article; offer to pass out some of 
the newspapers—this is your 
newspaper. Sisters, we The 
Spotlight staff, are here to serve 
our sisters and our community. If 
you don’t let your voice be heard, 
your opinion will never matter. 
Don’t hate—participate, and 
become a part of the Spelman 
legacy.
continued.....Movies to See
glorious boxer who made 
himself a star in just ten years, 
from his debut in 1964 to his 
Rumble in the Jungle with 
George Foreman in 1974. For 
the $100 million film Smith 
trained for a year, added 35 
pounds of muscle to his body, 
and spent innumerous amounts 
of time with Muhammad Ali 
himself. This movie is one of 
the most anticipated movies of 
the holiday season. (And on a 
humorous note, actor Mario Van 
Peebles makes a cameo as Ali’s 
spiritual big brother, Malcolm 
X.)
On Dec. 26 Redman 
and Method Man go to college 
in the movie “How High.” The 
movie tells the story of two 
guys, Jamal and Silas (Redman 
and Meth) who smoke a magical
blunt that lets them ace their 
college entrance exams and 
thereby allows them admission 
into Harvard. When their supply 
of magical narcotics runs out, 
they find themselves up a creek 
without a paddle. They need to 
use their wits to get through 
college.
Also debuting on Dec. 
26 is “Gangs of New York,” 
which stars heartthrob Leonardo 
DiCaprio, Daniel Day-Lewis, 
and Cameron Diaz. The movie, 
which is set in the 1860’s, is a 
type of gangster film about a 
botched election in Manhattan. 
Martin Scorsese, who directed 
“Good Fellas” and “Casino,” 
directed this film.
Possibly the first movie 
you will see in the year 2002 will 
be “Bad Company,” starring
Anthony Hopkins and 
Chris Rock. Directed by 
Joel Schumacher, this 
movie is about a hustler 
(Rock) who steps in for 
his brother as a CIA 
agent. Although it does 
not yet have a definite 
release date, the movie is 
expected for release in 
early 2002.
Hopefully, from 
this selection there will 
be at least one movie to 














A compilation of everyday concerns front the students of Spelman College.
1. Why do people leave up month old flyers on campus?
2. Why do people smoke on campus in broad daylight, like they don’t 
know the rules?
3. Why is Banner Web always down during registration?
4. Why is sophomore assembly a course added to WebCT, and it’s not 
even accurate information? We barely check WebCT for our real 
courses.
5. Why were all the mailboxes in the mailroom open over the weekend?
6. Why was a guy singing “Man on the hall” in McAlpin at 12:30 last 
Saturday night? Security?!?!
7. Why does it cost $750 to park in the parking deck when that is 
more than some of our cars are worth? Why did they say there is a 
limited amount of space when there are clearly several spaces left?
8. Why does your Morehouse brother always try to holla?
9. Why are there nametags on the doors to our dorm rooms?
10. Why does the hot water never work consistently?
11. Why do people try to floss with their cell phones like everyone 
doesn’t have one?
12. Why is the freshman class so hot?
13. Why does everybody at Spelman say “clearly,” “I’ma need,” or 
“basically”? I’ma need you to stop saying clearly. ..basically.
14. Why is the door in McAlpin always propped open despite the several 
cases of forced entry? Why weren’t all the residents notified of 
these forced entries?
15. Why is there always a printer in the computer lab not working?
16. Why do they always lock the pianos down in the Fine Arts building 
like someone can really roll out of there with a grand piano without 
being noticed?
17. Why is there Ethernet in one dorm and no heat in another? And for 
that matter, why does my roommate have heat, and I don’t?
18. Why is Spelman’s gate the hang out spot for the entire AUC? The 
best thing since the Strip.
19. Why do the people in the cafeteria always give students a difficult 
time about getting to-go boxes and cups? It’s not like they have a 
shortage.
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The Spotlight staff wishes our entire Spelman 
family and the surrounding community Happy 
Holidays !
Rashida “I have no social life because of this dang newspaper” Rawls Jennifer “Top Dawg” Smith
Natashia “If it goes down I know it, ” McGough
Cynthia “In Charge ” Daniels
These are the hardworking women who work 24/7 to produce 
The Spotlight. We hope that you will join us in our fight to bring 
truths to Spelman’s campus.
Remember: If you are not part of the solution, you are part of the 
problem.
Editors who really have a problem meeting deadlines:
Ileth “Head Huncho” Perry
Jaela “I’m Every Woman" Seal 
Shelby “In the Know" Larkin
Shanna “Sports, Sports, and More Sports," Watkins 
Karen "Health Vibe" Fields 
“Opinionated “Aja Edmonds
